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EDITORIAL 


Having returned to the fold rested and reju- 
venated after my holiday in Great Britain, riding 
on some 30 or so steam trains from 308 mm gauge 
to standard gauge, I am now in a dilemma whether 
to remain modelling Australian in HO or N, or 
to change to narrow gauge, or to model something 
like the varieties to be found on the Grass, Weeds 
and Rubbish, or the tiny trains of Wales. 

What was definitely an eye opener to me, 
was the number of societies who are actively re- 
building standard gauge steam engines and rolling 
stock. Some of these steam engines were in such 
a state when salvagedthatitis almost a rebuild 
from the ground up. They have one advantage 
in that boiler tubes, etc, are more easily and 
cheaply obtained over there than they are here 
because of the number of manufacturers in that 
small country. Also, people like Basset Lowke 
‘are still building small locos from 7" to 18" 
gauge, and I found another couple of manufacturers 
who. specialise in 15" and 18" gauge. Hunsletts 
are still building and repairing the 24" and 30" 
gauge locos. 

Some of the railway museums had fantastic 
displays of railwayannia with superbly restored 
rolling stock. All featured models, mainly 0 
gauge, of the older trains, while others had collec- 
ted, and were restoring locos and rolling stock 
as time and money permitted. 

Having set myself such a tight schedule, 
IT was unable to see ali that I would have liked 
to see, and not allowing for the fact that not 
many volunteer organisations run during weekdays, 
I am looking forward to the time when I can go 
back and catch up with all that I missed. Perhaps 
it might be a good idea to go to South Africa, 
or India, or China, or the Continent, first though. 

Rex Little 
Editor 
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This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, 


opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 


do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

. Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as’ to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 


herein. This publication reserves,.at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
, Sidered unsuitable for publication. 


statements made or { 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 


The Secretary's Desk 


Events in recent times in various. places 
have caused me to pause and wonder just why we 
are in the hobby. Why do we congregate? Is 
it to tell others what to do? Of course I'm 
not referring to clinics, etc, here. Is it to 


Swap experiences, learn from others and possibly 
help others? Do we leave the Managing Director 
of our Kingdom at home and share with others when 
away from our own Domain? 

There is an expression - one man's poison, 
etc - and I reckon this really is our umbrella, 
it covers the rivet counter or purist who, when 
observed, can lift our aims, then the middle man 
who likes to use his imagination and so often 
injects a bit of humour and new ideas to our hobby, 
and the muddler who creates his own kingdom regard- 
less, deserves respect for the determination re- 
quired. Before I cop the umbrella handle, ladies 
are included in the above. 


According to my wife, with the quantity of 
paper I've gone through drawing out my currently 
proposed layout, I definitely qualify for the 
third guy. What if she is right, I enjoy drawing 
and I'm happy so there. Call me a middling mudd- 
ler or a muddling muddler if you want, names can 
be like mosquitoes - an annoyance, but don't stop 
me enjoying myself in the hobby. Them's fighting 
words - like locos at dawn at 30". 

Which drags in the real concern. If we 
don't enjoy our part in the hobby, we're in danger 
of allowing the hobby to be our master and spoil 
it for others. Fanciful? I don't think those 
who are involved would agree. 

There are some cheerful stories around about 
the characters who are taking their hobby to the 
people. A country town held a handicraft display. 
Some rail-mod reckoned that included their handi- 
work and duly took a part. Another angle has 
been the opportunities taken to accentuate the 
positive in plazas, malls, etc, and even as back- 
ups to charities. One enterprising group with 
the backing of their local hobby shop ran a series 
of Sunday morning clinics for the beginner. 
Some of these participants were not AMRA members 
as far as I know, but when we see and refuse to 
acknowledge the work of others I believe we're 
the losers. 

If anyone wants to out talk me on the good 
things in the hobby, I expect to be doing floor 
duty at the October Liverpool (NSW) Exhibition. 
I find this another enjoyable part of the hobby. 

In closing, by the time you read this (if 
you do), I'll be wading through all the Federal 
COM nomination forms, getting them ready for the 


election, the whole nine - or is everyone going 
to get a surprise when 463 or more papers are 
produced. 

Ahh well, the future can reveal amazing 
things. 


Harry Gibson 
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ON THE COVER 


An SAR 830 class crosses the trestle on the 


Victorian Branch HO layout. 
Photo by Roger Lloyd 
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From the 
Managing Editor 


I was most impressed by Keith Trueman’s photo- 
graph on the cover of the last Journal. Apart 
from being a photo of a NSW loco on a Victorian 
scene on a layout now resident in Queensland (I'm 
sure there must have been a WAGR wagon in the 


consist!), the photo has two qualities not often 
seen. The first is the superelevated curves. 
Superelevation is not often modelled, which 


is a pity, because I[ think it improves the appear- 
ance greatly, although the penalty is a tendency 
to pull light wagons in on a long and heavy train. 

The other feature of this photograph is that 
it is taken from eye level. Most model photos 
are taken from a bird's eye view. The difficulty 
with eye level photos is to get the foreground 
in reasonable focus. 

In contrast, my photo on this issue's cover 
has one major fault in that insufficient back- 
ground or scatter light was used, resulting in 
a too contrasty photo. The tree appears to be 
growing out of the top of the loco! Why did 
I use it when it had this fault? Simply because 
my stock of photos for the cover has dried up. 
Any submissions from members would be most welcome. 


It is with great regret that I have to report 
on the destruction of the layout of the Melbourne 
Model Railway Society. This large and well scen- 
icked layout was destroyed by fire, along with 
its home, the Cairns Memorial Church in East Mel- 
bourne, on the evening of Monday 15 August 1988. 

Many of the members of MMRS are also members 
of AMRA, and I know just how many hours of work 
some of their members have contributed. The 
Victorian Branch has offered the use of its facil- 
ities to the Society until they can find another 
home. I take this opportunity to welcome the 
Society to the Branch, and I look forward to giving 
them any help needed to settle in. 

Roger Lloyd 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

T am a modeller of the Queensland Railways, 
but reside in Sydney. My membership to AMRA, 
Journal and contacts developed in Queensland, 
have all been of significant help in my search 
for plans, photos and information. | 

While I have been an HO scale modeller since 
1960, it was not until our family had an extensive 
vacation in Queensland that I 'caught the QR bug’. 
Since that trip (mid 1986), I was fortunate enough 
to get to the 1987 Brisbane Exhibition. 

On that occasion I met many renowned QR model- 
lers, some of whom have corresponded with me, 
supplying various data. 

Now I feel it is time for me to start repaying 
AMRA for their generosity. My remoteness from 
the QR scene and sources of information have neces-— 
Ssitated my improvising on numerous projects. Those 


improvisations I feel may be valuable hints and 
tips to other modellers. From scratchbuilding 
in the last 15 months I have produced 11 HO scale 
QR wagons. I have elected to use-up a vast stock 
of HOn3 track and wheels/bogies from previous 
modelling interests in D & RGW (USA). That com- 
promise I[ feel further enhances the appeal of 
QR uniqueness. 


Other HOn3 or HOn34 modellers may look forward 
to future hints and tips or perhaps a feature 
construction story from the enjoyable experiences 
I have modelled through. My model photo taking 
skills are improving and together with your editor- 
ial expertise, we will be able to show off some 
of these scratchbuilt QR models, and perhaps entice 
others to try their skills. 

Geof Coleman 
OYSTER BAY, NSW 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I am pleased to accept the apology tendered 
by the President on page 44 of Issue 184 of Journal 
regarding the accuracy of my reporting of matters 
of incorporation (especially as they affected 
the WA Branch) in The Branchline and subsequently 
in Issue 182 of Journal. 


The value of being incorporated under the 
the appropriate legislation of each State cannot 
be underestimated. Not only is it DESIRABLE 
to ensure the protection of individual members 
of the organisation (a Branch) from legal claims 
being made against that organisation, but it is 
also NECESSARY in some cases, such as the signing 
of leases and transfers of land, etc., a factor 
which the WA Branch has just discovered, because 
if it had not been incorporated, it would not 
have been able to legally take on the leasing 
of land offered to it by the City of Bayswater 
here in Perth for the construction of the proposed 


new clubrooms for the Branch. 
Alan Porter 


Editor 
The Branchline 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I would like to reply to and make some com- 
ments on ‘From the President' in the Federal Scene 
in Journal 185, August 1988. 


The President has seen fit to make public 
a problem that has remained unsolved since the 
last NSW State Annual General Meeting. I had 
hoped’ that it could have been resolved between 
the State and Federal Committees of Management. 
Both bodies have remained intransigent, and perhaps 
the best way to solve the problem is to put all 
the facts to the members. 


AMRA Journal 
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The crux of the matter is that the NSW Branch 
is unincorporated, and thus ALL members may be 
held responsible at law for any litigation or 
damages incurred by the COM, either wittingly 
Or unwittingly. Because of this, it is simply 
a matter whether ALL State members are to have 
a say and a vote on how the State Branch is run. 


At the last NSW AGM, there were many voting 
irregularities and breaches of the State and Fed- 
eral Constitutions. The problem of proxy votes 
seems to have obsessed both State and Federal 
COMs. These, however, were disallowed and formed 
only a small portion of the irregularities at 
the meeting. Consider the following. A person 
joins the AMRA and the fee is paid to the Federal 
body. Because he lives in NSW, he is AUTOMAT- 
ICALLY made a member of the State Branch. It 
should be noted that one cannot join or resign. 
from the State body and still remain a member 
of the Association. The body that one joins 
has a constitution, but this is subserviant to 
the constitution of the body to which one is auto- 
matically made a member. Because of the rulings 
of both State and Federal committees and some 
sort of legal opinion, we have a situation where, 
because proxy votes are not acceptable, unless 
a State member can attend the AGM personally, 
he is denied a vote. However, he is still respon- 
sible for the actions of the present committee. 


With due respect to the President, the Federal 
Constitution makes provision for proxy votes, 
and the NSW State Constitution makes provision for 
proxy votes, only in matters of State Constitution, 
if the President so wishes. 


The situation put simply is whether a member 
is bound by a constitution of the body the member 
joins or whether the member is bound by the con- 
stitution of a body to which they are automatically 
admitted. 


I would like to inform the President that 
I am one of many very disillusioned NSW Branch 
members whose only desire is to see that ALL NSW 
members have a say in the running of the Branch. 
No one is attempting to disrupt the Association, 
just to get a little justice, and if there is 
any ego to be counted, it must surely be in the 
minds of the present State Committee. None of 
the dissenting members have any political aspir- 
ations and, like the President, all have an inter- 
est in model railways. In addition, all have 
an interest in the NSW Branch, which is probably 
more than can be said for the President as he 
is very rarely seen at meetings. By this I mean, 
the Federal President who, if he attended more 
State Branch meetings, would be as dismayed as 
many other State members to see the state of the 
Branch, as it is being run by an elderly clique. 


I would agree with Mr Wilcox that the in- 
fighting should stop. But the stakes are high - 
a magnificent clubroom with many facilities. None 
of the dissenting members has any burning desire 
for office, but would possibly accept office if 
required. None cares who are the office bearers, 
but all are adamant that if elections are held, 
the Committee elected should be elected honestly, 
fairly and with due respect to the Constitutions. 

Unfortunately this was not done so at the 
last State AGM. 

John Skiliton 
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A Mandatory Signal 
on a Model Railway 


by Ted Ward 


Most signals on model railways can be safely 
ignored, that's if they aren't contemptuously 
set one way or the other and subsequently dis- 
regarded. Of course, there are those among us 
in this great hobby to whom signalling is a highly 
respected art form, and to whom ‘running a red’ 
is a cardinal sin. More power to them too, but 
it is noted that even in their ranks, there are 
those who instal a signal system which is dependant 
on the operating choice of the driver, and which 
responds to his wishes by turning, say, red or 
green, depending on how certain switches are pre- 
set. If the operator sets up the control board 
to make possible a certain course of action, and 
the operating signals merely confirm that such 
a course of action is possible, then a certain 
something of the drama of prototype operation 
has been lost. These kinds of signals too can 
be ignored. 


The system to be described here applies to 
the operation of triangles and reverse loops which 
employ a double pole double throw switch to enable 
the engine to return in the direction opposite 
to which it came without the operator having to 
reverse the controller and send the engine on 
its way with the controller in reverse, having 
stopped the train, changed the points ahead of 
it and sent it on its way. Whew!! 


Both triangles, or angles, as they are usually 
known, and reverse loops have a kind of electrical 
"no man's land" which is controlled through a 
DPDT switch so that it is always polarised to 
accept oncoming trains. While the train is tra- 
versing no man's land, the points leading to it 
are changed and it will be found that, if the 
DPDT switch is thrown, the rails leading up to 
the loop, i.e. the rest of the layout, have had 
their polarity reversed so that now the train 
can go in the opposite direction to that previously 
without the controller being reversed. 


How can one tell if no man's land is correctly 
polarised? Will the train suddenly stop as soon 
as its front wheels cross the rail gaps? There 
are probably some very clever tricks with switches, 
relays or light emitting diodes which can either 
avoid the need for any corrective action by the 
operator or involve sophisticated controls which 
are really unnecessary. Indeed, the first designs 


for a polarity indicator which the author put 
to paper involved eight light emitting diodes 
and four resistors. The circuit diagram was 


carefully drawn up and a visit to the Queensland 
Branch of the AMRA was made. When it was shown 
around, Steve Malone immediately offered a far 
simpler solution to the problem which not only 
demonstrated Steve's familiarity with things elec- 
trical, but also vindicated the value to AMRA 
members of attending Branch meetings wherever 
possible. Steve quietly suggested hooking up 
a red bulb to both sides of one rail gap. The 
bulb would indicate whenever the polarity was 
different, and remain dark when the two. sides 
of the gap had the same polarity. Carrying on 
the ‘idea a little further, wiring a green bulb 
a rail on one side of the gap to the opposite 
rail on the other side of the other gap would 
further indicate when the polarity was right. 
Thank you Steve. 


AMRA Journal 


The moral of this story is that, yes, there 
probably is a simpler and cheaper way of doing 
something, and your AMRA Clubrooms are the place 
to find it. 
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Old A.M.R.A. Journals 


by Ted Ward 


Since its inception in 1951, the AMRA Journal 
has been the anvil upon which the blacksmiths 
of Australian railway modelling have forged the 
finest blade in the Australian modelling world. 

Initially issued four times a year by the 
first editorial team of Messrs E Mainka of Ivanhoe, 
Victoria, and E Dean, Northcote, also in Vic- 
toria, the Journal was duplicated on_ sheets 
8" x 65", or 205 mm x 65 mm, a little more than 
half the size of present Journal pages. The 
first few issues were of 12 pages or six sheets, 
but Volume 2, No 2, May 1952, provided members 
with a scant eight pages, which was Association 
material only, including a complete membership 
list of the 59 members. Humble beginnings indeed, 
but, steadfast and true, our pioneers certainly 
set the Association on the right track down which 
it has since come. 


Today, we are all part of an art-form which 
transcends lesser mediums like painting, sculpture, 
sound recording, photography and a host of other 
mediums, which, while being vastly more popular 
in themselves, can at best only amount to being 
a part of railway modelling. Our hobby incor- 
porates the best of all the others. 


Old AMRA Journals record their portion of 
the continuing saga which has marked the advance 
of modelling in this country. Reading AMRA Jour- 
nals of the early 50s, one is struck by how much 
of what we may tend to think of as new or modern 
was part of modelling way back then. The author 
was taken aback to find that a control device 
he exhibited at a recent 'Show and Tell’ night 
at the Brisbane Clubrooms was pre-empted, or 
‘thought of first' by David Gross in his article 
‘Centralised and Roving Cab Control' in the May 
1953 Journal. The idea was old when the author 


was new. 
In other words folks, some things in old 
Journals never date or become old hat. There 


are items in probably every Journal ever printed 
which somebody somewhere could use today and to- 
morrow. Obviously, plans will only get more 
useful with time, but construction and operating 
ideas may only need revising to bring them up 
with the latest. 


The Journal cannot undertake the reprinting 
of articles already published on any large scale 
basis, although there is the occasional exception 
to this rule. Editorial policy is that we don't 
live in the past as there is too much happening 
now which warrants recording. The only way to 
read old Journals is to get them from Branch 
libraries, buy them at Swap Meets or find someone 
who will lend them. If it is not possible for 
you to retain your old Journals once they have 
been read, don't toss them in the bin, but give 
them to the librarian at the local high school. 
That is where we are going to get MOST of our 
new members, and youngsters reading Journal will 
keep us in mind when it is time to join a railway 
modelling club or society. 
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by Steve Chapman 


Judging from what I have seen at model railway 
exhibitions over the past 12 years, it would appear 
that very few railway modellers attempt to operate 
their model railway at exhibitions in a realistic 
manner. The purpose of this article is to show 
that operating a model railway in a _ realistic 
manner is no harder than operating in the way 
that model railways are typically run. 

It would also seem that almost all model 
railways which are operated realistically are 
terminus/fiddle yard types in that it is almost 
impossible to operate a layout of this type in 
a way that would seem unrealistic, whereas it 
is easy with a continuous layout to just set some- 
thing going and to watch it go around and around 
and around — with almost no need to have an oper- 
ator in attendance. This probably explains the 
rarity of the terminus/fiddle yard layout as com- 
pared to the continuous run, despite the fact 
that you can build a terminus/fiddle yard in a 
much smaller space (I built one in OO in a space 
of 8' x 17"). 

Any layout which corresponds at least approx- 
imately to prototype railway practice can be oper- 
ated in a realistic manner fairly easily, all 
that is needed is to treat railway operation as 
another aspect of the model railway, along with 
the scenery, etc, which needs to be 'built'. 


To be able to operate a model railway in 
the most realistic way possible requires that 
operation be kept foremost in mind from the earl- 
iest design stages of model railway construction; 
however, if the model railway is already partly 
or even completely built, a reasonably realistic 
operating method can still be devised. 

When designing your trackplan, you need to 
consider things like what sort of line that your 
model railway is supposed to represent, what sort 
of traffic would be found on such a line, how 
would this traffic be handled at the type of sta- 
tion or installation that you are intending to 
model, where would be sidings for the various 
purposes be put, given the 'terrain' restrictions 
imposed by the available space, and how long would 
the sidings need to be to handle required traffic. 
If this sounds complicated, then consider that 
if you base your trackplan on a prototype design, 
then most of this work has been done for you, 
provided that you intend to run a similar type 
of service to that which is run through the station 
that you have based your plan on (suitably reduced 
to allow for the shorter platform and siding 
lengths and numbers). 

To. properly design the wiring system for 
your model railway, operation must be kept very 
much in mind, a fraction of an inch in the length 
of an electrical section can make dramatic diff- 
erences in what types of operations can be perform- 
ed and isolating breaks need to be in different 
positions, depending on the types of operations 
required. Money can sometimes be saved at this 
point by removing all electrical sectioning which 
is not required in order to operate the model 
railway in the desired fashion. It can sometimes 
help to drawthe trackplan out onto the board and 
before tracklaying commences, move the rolling 
stock around the board to the desired locations 
to check clearances and to determine whether there 
are bottlenecks. : 

Uncoupling ramps to be placed in fixed loca- 
tions should also be positioned, based on the 
operating plan already determined. 
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Rolling stock should also be selected to 
meet the layouts’ operating requirements. This 
should not create any real difficulty for those 
who already own rolling stock which they wish 
to use on the layout since they would normally 
choose a prototype for their layout which would 
make use of at least a major portion of what they 
own, and the rest can be used as fill-ins until 
the rest of the requirements are met, and also 
for fun sessions where almost anything goes (which 
is preferably not more than a half an hour at 
the end of each day at an exhibition). 

Even a layout which has already been partly 
or completely built can benefit from some consider- 
ation of the above. At the very least, particular 
uses can be assigned to the various sidings bases. 
on the track layout and available rolling stock 
so as to enable movements to be determined which 
have some supposed useful purpose. 


The next step after building the layout and 

obtaining the rolling stock is to create a time- 
table. The timetable need not be set up to run 
to 'scale' time, but should consist of a sequence 
of moves which take the various available rolling 
stock backwards and forwards around the layout 
so that it appears to be carrying out a useful 
and realistic purpose. 
The various sections of track should be used for 
the purposes for which they were allocated during 
the design stage at meaningful time intervals 
throughout the sequence. If a particular movement 
would in reality be carried out, a larger number 
of times in succession than would be interesting 
to operate or watch, then the number of times 
can be reduced, but not too excessively, if 10 
passenger trains of the same type are supposed 
to run in succession, then perhaps four or five 
might be a more reasonable number of runs to in- 
clude, but a reasonable number of runs should 
be retained so as to maintain realism. If more 
trains of a particular type would run on the pro- 
totype, then more trains of that type should still 
run on the model. 

The sequence can be developed in stages. 
Work out what each of the alternate actions that 
each particular train might make when it appears 
on 'stage' and document each of these sequences 


separately. If two or more trains can interact 
when on show, then document these sequences as 
well. If these sequences’ are numbered, then 


the timetable can be generated by specifying the 
order in which the various sequences are to be 
run, e.g. 122132241. The starting position of 
all rolling stock should be recorded and _ the 
sequence should be set up in such a way as to 
ensure that the rolling stock is in the same pos- 
itions at the end of the full sequence as it was 
at the beginning (but if things in the fiddle 
yard don't work out quite right, they can be crane 
shunted back to their original position via use 
of the big hand in the sky - note that this should 
not be done with rolling stock on the visible 
part of the layout). 

Supposed arrival and departure times can 
be assigned to the appropriate parts of the 
sequence so that a conventional looking timetable 
for your station can be displayed. 

Run the timetable through on the layout a 
few times, modifying it as necessary to allow 
for problems which you overlooked when. you first 
worked it out. 

Once you are happy with the sequence, then 
each of the individual moves in the timetable 
can be transferred onto a card which can show 


lil a 


Page 102 No 186 


all details relevant to the particular move, e.g. 
switch and point positions; this will speed up 
the setting up of the controls ready for the par- 
ticular move to be made. These cards can be 
fixed together in such a way that each card can 
be flipped over when the move has been completed. 
It then becomes a simple matter to run the entire 
sequence by carrying out the instructions on each 
card in turn. 

The end of the sequence provides a few minutes 
break while the cards are turned back and gives 
the crowds an opportunity to move on and make 
room for the next group, but if a short break 
without running anything bothers you, then you 
can always turn the cards back while the late 
night goods trundles slowly into the fiddle yard. 

Once one sequence has been successfully cre- 
ated, then further sequences can be added to allow 
for different days of the week, or different times 
of the year, and the various sequences can be 
run one after the other with a short break in 
between which can give quite a long period of 
operation before the exact same sequence of moves 
is reproduced (although some short sequences may 
appear many times in the full sequence). 


Some people having reached this stage even 
go so far as to time the various moves in their 
sequence and to produce a taped commentary describ- 
ing what is going on for the audience. Care 
has to be taken when doing this as the commentary 
can disturb the operators of nearby layouts under 
exhibition conditions. 

Operation in a realistic manner adds a whole 
new dimension to railway modelling and can be 
as interesting in its own way as layout and rolling 
stock construction, etc. It may take more effort 
initially to set up a timetable for your. model 
railway, but you will find it much more interesting 
to operate and the viewing public will have some- 
thing more to look at when you are operating the 
layout. 

Happy operating. 
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Do You Know the | 
Value of Your Models? 


by Ted Thoday 


"Of course I do, they're insured for $2000 
on my home contents insurance." 

"Well done. How did you arrive at that 
figure? Oh! You did a quick ‘eyeball’ round 
the room. Really!!!" 

"What's that loco?" 

"It's an XBY Models thingo loco, you know, 
one of those Korean brass jobs, cost me $800 about 
four years ago; saw one in the shop the other 
day, would you believe they're now asking over 
a thousand." 

"Who made that one?" 

"Shineseki, its Japanese, all brass, beauti- 
ful; I've got four of them, $400 each when I 
bought them, can't get them now though." 


Ooops! $800 + $400 + $400 + $400 + $400 = 
$2400 - and we haven't looked at the other locos, 
coaches, wagons, buildings, trackwork, electrics, 
accessories, paintings, posters, tools, etc. 

The $2400 is the original purchase price, 
but does it represent the '‘'replacement' value? 
Probably not, just add the inflation figure to 
the original purchase price of any one item to 
get an idea of it's current worth. 
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It is also worthwhile considering the value 
of the time you took to construct each item, what 
would a professional model maker charge per hour? 

Why do you need to know the value of all 
those small items? Firstly, to ensure that you 
have adequate insurance cover. 

Remember, your modelling equipment represents 
a considerable asset, probably worth much more 
than you realise. In these days where the ‘idiot 
fringe’ consider it quite legitimate to break 
into other people's homes and help themselves 
to the contents, and where our political and legal 
representatives seem to encourage them, it is 
wise to protect the value of your assets by having 
them adequately insured. 

Secondly, so that your dependants know the 
value of each item should they ever have to sell 
them. 

It is worth making a list of all your model- 
ling stock, together with its current value - 
put the date on each page so that there is a datum 
point for calculating future values. Don't forget 
to update the list occasionally. 

Yes, I do realise that doing all this takes 
up valuable modelling time, but believe me it 
is time well spent, just ask anyone who tried 
to list, and value, their equipment after the 
event. 
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What Happens 
When You Die? 


by Ted Thoday 


The recent death, intestate, of an Association 
member highlights, yet again, the vital importance 
of ensuring that your wishes regarding the disposal 
of your estate are properly spelled out by you 
BEFORE you die. The only way of doing this cor- 
rectly is by drawing up a will. 

Discussion with The Public Trustee indicates 
that where a person dies intestate, the Trustee 
has the responsibility of selling the estate for 
the maximum obtainable amount, and therefore the 
estate is, generally, put up for public auction. 

This is often a lengthy process and may mean 
your family living on the breadline while your 
estate is sorted out. This is particularly rele- 
vant if any court action is necessary. 

The value of such items as model railway 
equipment is not always apparent to the non-enthus- 
iast and may be sold off for a pittance as part 
of a job-lot and then be disposed of by the buyer, 
as so much rubbish to the tip. 

Is that what you want for that life-time's 
collection of books and magazines. 

Is that what you want to happen to those 
models into which you have put so much time and 
skill? 

Is that what you want to happen to those 
cupboards full of kits, bits, tools, etc. 


Does it still 
Situation and 


Have YOU drawn up your will? 
accurately reflect your current 
wishes? 

If you have NOT yet drawn up a will, do it 
TODAY - tomorrow may be too late. 

A simple form of '‘'Will' can be bought from 
stationers and the larger newsagents for a small 
sum, and can be quite effective, providing that 
your wishes are simple, for example, to leave 
everything you own to your spouse. -_ 

Generally, though, it is advisable to have 
your will drawn up by a fully qualified legal 
person, This will ensure that the document accu- 
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rately reflects your wishes and that there will 
be no complications for the Executor of your 


estate. It is well worth the few dollars in- 
volved. 
Who do you appoint as your Executor? It 


may seem a good idea to appoint one of the family, 
or a family friend, but think of the responsibility 
you are putting on that person's shoulders, did 
you really intend that they should be burdened 
this way? There are many legal pitfalls ready 
to trap the unwary. 

It would be far better to appoint that person 
as joint executor with a _ professional trustee 
or legal organisation. 

Ensure that your family, and your nominated 
executor, know exactly where your will is kept, 
be it under the mattress (not recommended), in 
a bank safe deposit box, with your legal aca 
ative or a professional trustee. 

It may be as well to reflect on how you wish 
the various items of your estate to be disposed 
of. 
such as your home, your money, 
items will undoubtedly go 


Some things, 
and other 'monetary' 
to your next of kin. 

But will your family have any use for your 
accumulation of ‘hobby’ kits, bits, tools, books, 
magazines and the hundred and one other items 
you have accumulated over the years? Will they 
have any idea of what those items are worth? 
Will they know how to dispose of them? 


The answer to each of those questions is 
' ’ baad 
often ‘No 
So what should you do with these specialist 
things? 


Do you belong to a hobby club, could they 
make use of the things you no longer need? 

Generally it is as well to 'sound out' these 
people/clubs first; you would not want to embar- 
rass them with a myriad of items they have no 
use for. 

Even if you are a person without relatives, 
it is just as important to ensure that your estate 
is properly 'willed' - do you really want your 
possessions sold off and the money generated to 
go to the government? 


MAKE THAT WILL TODAY, please. 
HHHHH HHH 
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An Electrical Check 
for Trackwork 


by Ted Ward 


Difficulty was being experieced by an 0-4-0 
when negotiating two consecutive sets of points. 
0-4-0 locomotives are the acid test for pointwork, 
for, with their inherent short wheel base and 
minimum of wheels picking up power, if there is 
anything in the point work which will stop an 
engine, it will stop an 0-4-0. It was apparent 
that power was not being transferred through to 
the point blades so it was decided to see just 
what was the actual voltage drop between the stock 
rail and the point blade, and the point blade 
where it joins and continues on into the frog, 
with a view to dealing with the worst first. 

The multi-meter used around the layout 
several ranges of voltages to select from, 
being 0-10 V and 0-50 V. With 12 volts on the 
track, the O-10 V range was unsuitable, and the 
0-50 V caused all the meter action to be within 
a comparatively small range on the scale. A 
very simple solution was found which enabled the 
0-10 V range to be used, thus maximising the indic- 
ation of the voltage and broadening the range 
of the indication, enabling each voltage to be 
read more clearly and precisely. How? The 
speed control or rheostat was simply wound back 
so that the full voltage applied to the track 
was only 10 volts. That's all it took, and it 
illustrates the princple that we often have the 
solution to lots of modellings little problems 
right at our finger tips. 


had 
two 
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‘The trestle at Kilcunda on the now closed Wonthaggi 


line in Victoria. 


Photo was take circa 1978. 


Photo by Jack Smith 
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American Diesel Locomotive Classifications 


Specific GM —- EMD References 


An extract from "Branchline" By Bruce Norton 


Further to the article by Garry Coombe in 
the June issue of The Branchline on the subject 
of ‘American Diesel Locomotive Classifications’, 
I would like to offer some comments and further 
details specific to GM-—EMD. 


I take exception to Garry's comment that 
in the US a more detailed diesel classification 
evolved. It was the railways in Australia who 
designated their diesel classes in the way de- 
scribed, not the builders. It is no different 
with the US railroads. Australian builders fol- 
lowed the system used by their licensors, i.e. 
Clyde for GM-EMD; Goninan for GE; Goodwin, then 
Comeng for Alco. Of course, the exception was 
English Electric. 

As far as Clyde Engineering was concerned, 
apart from an early attempt at a unique designation 
of their own for the Commonwealth Railways GMl 
to GMll being designated as model ML1 (ML standing 
for ‘Main Liner'), the Victorian Railways B class 
being designated as Model ML2 and Pakistan Railways 
2101 to 2109 being designated as model ML3, all 
of their model designations have conformed basic- 
ally to the rules set down by GM for US export 
and domestic diesel locomotives. It is also 
of note that the 'export' designations are more 
readily understandable than the US domestic desig- 
nations. 

| I would like to suggest that the most import- 
ant early locomotive to come out of GM - EMD (act- 
ually EMC, Electro Motive Corporation, at the 
time) were the models FTA cab unit and FTB booster 
unit. These were produced in large numbers - 
555 of the FTA and 541 of the FTB over the period 
1939 to 1945 and these, not the E units, set the 
Stage for the most prolific class of diesel-elec- 
tric locomotive in the western world (not knowing 
what the ‘other side' have produced!), the F units. 
Sure, these locos were 'forced' onto the market 
place by the US War Production Board limiting/ 
restricting competition, but the importance of 
these 1000 or so locomotives was to give EMD an 
unassailable lead over their competitors, which 
lasted virtually until the mid 1970s, when GE 
began to flex its muscles. 

The FT was the forerunner of F units which 
numbered over 6000 and derivatives such as FP 
and FL added another 515 units over a period from 
1945 to 1960. The early E models, EA, EB, El 
and E2 (all with the Winton 201-A engine) only 
totalled 29 units. . E3 to E7 models totalled 
681 units and E8 and E9 models another 604 units, 
an all-up total of 1314. 

It should also be borne in mind that the 
FT, although basically a freight loco, was used 
on passenger trains when a steam generator equipped 
FTB unit was operated in multiple. T am not 
aware of E units being used on regular freight 
assignments (no doubt, that statement should send 
US modellers scurrying through their photo collec- 
tions to prove me wrong!). 

Of interest, and a little confusing in the 


article, is the difference between US diesel wheel © 


arrangement designation and the rest of the world. 
The , Association of American Railroads (AAR) do 
not use the smaller letter 'o' after the letter 
identifying the powered axles in a bogie (or truck) 
i.e. a Bo-Bo is an AAR B-B, similarly a Co-Co is 
an AAR C-C. Thankfully, an AlA-AlA is the same 
in both classifications! 


I am interested in the GP24 model designation 
that Garry gives. None of my references list 
this model, although an SD24 exists. | ca 

It is very difficult to understand the various 
FMD model designations at first hand until one 
appreciates some of the internal equipment of 
the locomotives, principally the engines. 


FMD have used two major types of engine, 
the 567 .and 645 models. These figures relate 
to the cubic capacity of each cylinder, i.e. 567 
or 645 cubic inch displacement per cylinder. The 
567 was produced between 1938 and 1967 in 'Vee' 6, 
8, 12 and 16 cylinder versions, roots blown and 
turbo charged. The 645 has been around since 
1966, and is still being produced, available in 


'Vee' 8, 12, 16 and 20 cylinder versions, roots 
blown or turbo charged. | | 

"So what’ you say - well, as mentioned pre- 
viously, the model designations are tied to the 
engine model principally, but not solely. For 
example, a GP7, SD7, F7 or FP7 all shared the 


same 16 cylinder 567 engine rated at 1500 horse- 
power (note that the actual 567 model may vary 
a little as internals ‘are subject to change' 
Over time, i.e. it may be a 567B, 567BC or 567C = 
just what you always wanted to know!). | | 

Probably one of the most important ‘recent' 
series of EMD locomotives was the 40 series which 
was introduced in the mid 1960s. These typically 
had a 16 cylinder 645E3, turbo charged producing 
3000 horsepower and available in the GP, SD, SDP, 
F and DDA4OX (two engined) models. The same 
engine with roots blower, i.e. not turbo charged, 
produced 2000 horsepower and was designated the 
38 series. A 12 cylinder turbo charged version 
was rated at 2300 horsepower. | 

Okay then, what was the engine in the 45 
series? This was the 20 cylinder turbo charged 
645 engine producing 3600 horsepower and used 
only in SD, SDP and FP locomotives. | 

Garry stated that the SD35 has a larger power 
plant than a GP35. My references indicate they 
have the same 16 cylinder 567D3A engine rated 
at 2500 horsepower. 

When major modifications are carried out 
on a loco model, but prior to being made a new 
catalogue model, the model designation gives an 
'X' rather than an 'E' as suggested by Garry. 
Yes sir, 'X' stands for experimental, e.g. the 
SD40X was the test bed for the SD5O series. 

The ‘dash two' (-2) addition to the designa- 
tion means that the old model now had modular 
electrical control circuits, i.e. component cards 
plug into a rack. Other changes were also made 
to various bits and pieces of the loco to improve 
reliability, e.g. a main alternator with silicon 
diode rectification in place of a d.c. generator. 

The SD40X introduced 'super series’ wheel slip 
control which was later incorporated in the SD50 
and GP50 series. The super series system was 
further upgraded using digital control and micro- 
processors and along with the new 710 engine formed 
the basis of the 60 series. i 

Other model classifications worthy of note 
are NW and BL. The NWs looked like Switchers, 
but were used as transfer or read switchers. The 
BLs were: branch line locos with very distinctive 
lines. | 

Leaving GM — EMD and venturing into the sub- 
ject of ALCO, I could only add that some consider- 
ation be given to the Century series, which in 
the mid 1960s represented ALCO's last attempt 
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at staying in the locomotive business (at least 
in the USA). There was quite a range of these 
in B-B and C-C wheel arrangements, ranging in 
power from 1500 to 3000 hp, most notable, as far 
as I am concerned, being the C415, C628 and C636, 
all of which have a place in local, Pilbara iron 
ore railway, history. 

Thank you, Garry, for your article. 
accept the above as_ additional 
enchance your article. 


Please 
information to 


References: 


EMD Product Reference Data Book dated January 1981 
compiled by EMD Service Department 


The Second Diesel Spotters Guide 
Jerry A Pinkepank, published by Kalmbach 1973 


Cyclopedia, Volume 2 - Diesel Locomotives 
compiled by Bob Hayden, published by Kalmbach 
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: Layout Wiring 


by Allan Dowel 


Members worry about wiring their layouts 
far too much. "Tt's alright for you" some say, 
"it's your job for 40 odd years, but it's a real 
pain for me. I just don't look forward to this 
part of building a layout". 


Okay, let's see if we can simplify things 
a bit. 
TYPE OF WIRE 

That seems a logical subject to kick off 
with. 


A lot of books encourage the use of heavy 
STRANDED (plastic covered, of course) wire. Let 
me explode that myth first. 

Some wires are made up of many fine strands 
with the plastic ‘tube’ for one reason only - to 
make them more flexible, which implies that the 
components which are being wired together will 
be moving a lot in relation to each other. Let 
me ask you the question - will they? In a few 
cases (example, controller cords), yes, in which 
case we use a flexible multi-core cable, each 
conductor being made up of five strands. But 
in most cases? Of course, no. Solid wires, 
particularly: if grouped within a common plastic 
outer sheath (which prevents sharp bending) will 
not break in your life time. 


The advantages of solid wires over stranded. 


] COST Obviously stranded wire is more 
expensive to manufacture. 
2 FAULTS Stranded wire has a nasty habit in 


the connections area of sending out a strand to 
touch the next terminal. 


3 AVAILABILITY Stranded cables are quite 
rare in sizes over about 5 or 10 wires. Solid 
wires can be obtained from ex Telecom sources, 
and used in cable form (80 wires being a popular 
size these days) or by removing the cable sheath 
to obtain single wires (with a multitude of colurs) 

The next point is wire size (thickness of 
the conductor) which is almost universally copper, 
because copper is a clear winner when looking 
for conductivity per dollar. 

I have been amazed at the unnecessary thick- 
ness of wires used for many layouts. Let's use 
a little bit of theory to prove this point. 

The RESISTANCE (to conductivity) is measured 
in OHMS. Electrical pressure is measured in 
VOLTS, and the resulting electric current is 
measured in AMPERES, usually shortened to Amps. 


Let's do some calculations to determine the 
necessary wire size. | 
The common Telecom exchange cable wire has a 
RESISTANCE of about 1 ohm for 10 metres. Very 
few model locomotives draw CURRENT in excess of © 


1 Amp. The VOLTAGE DROP (pressure) is measured 
by the formula - 
B=-3 
Where E = pressure drop in VOLTS 
I = current in AMPS 
R = resistance in OHMS 


Thus, if the complete circuit from power 
supply to loco and back is 10 metres (resistance 
is 1 ohm), and the loco draws 1 Amp, the pressure 
drop - 

E 


H 


: a ae 
ix il 
1 volt 

(If the power supply pressure is 12 volts, 
the loco would then get only 11 volts.) 

I personally set my standards based on pres- 
sure drops not exceeding 1 volt. 

So, where do we stand now? 

If you use wires from a telephone cable, 
connections to track should not exceed five metres 
from the power source (or control panel, assuming 
you use much heavier wire from power pack to panel) 

You can double this by using two wires for 
longer distances, O scale, heavier current (double 
headed) locos. 

You can double the distance by using the 
COMMON RETURN power supply distribution system, 
which we will cover later in this series. 

Where to obtain Telecom cable? The Victorian 
Branch usually has it in stock. The current 
cost is $1 per metre for 80-wire cable, so you 
are buying multi-coloured wire for 1.25¢ per metre! 

How to open up a piece of cable? 

Make a longitudinal cut in the sheath at 
one end of the cable with a very sharp knife for 
about 200 mm (keep your other hand behind the 
knife). You will then find a strong nylon 'rip' 
cord which you pull against the sheath to continue 
the cut almost to the end, which will then allow 
the last of the sheath to slide off. 


HOW TO SUPPORT WIRES 


This is another area where a lot of mistakes 
are made. Let's look at the requirements. 
We need to be able to - 


] run wires quickly, initially and for additions 
later; 

2 remove or alter wires easily; 

3 trace wires easily, and 

4 keep the whole nice and tidy. 


Coincidentally, this is a requirement at 
several locations in a telephone exchange. Let 
me quote one to emphasise this point. 

A medium sized telephone exchange has about 
10 000 'numbers', which are two-wire circuits. 

The area it serves may have 20 OOO pairs 
of wires feeding from the exchange, mostly in 
underground’ cables. The obvious requirement 
is that any 'number' can be connected to any ‘cable 


pair’, with provision to connect, remove, alter, 
trace, add and keep it all tidy. Notice the 
similarity to items 1 to 4 above? Then why re- 


invent the wheel? 

How do they do it? All cables are connected 
to terminals on a huge MAIN DISTRIBUTION FRAME 
(MDF), numbers on one side, street cables on the 
other. They use rows of RINGS on each side, 
and all ‘jumper’ wires are run through those rings. 

What can we use for -(smaller) rings? 
SCREW EYES, which are available in sizes ranging 
from about 6 mm to 25 mm internal diameter. 
They are usually made of brass or zinc coated 
steel wire which gives us a nice round surface 
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allowing the wires to slide easily and not damage 
the plastic covering. 

] Decide on the routes of wires for the layout 
(keep away from point motors, etc). 


2 Estimate the approximate number of wires 
you will finish up with at the various points 
in the routes. 


3 Fix screw eyes at about 200-300 mm intervals 
of suitable size at each point. Be very generous 
with size selection. I would suggest that you 
fit screw eyes to take twice as many wires as 
your estimate. : 

You will find it very easy to run wires, 
particularly when you are on your own. 

You MUST leave about 50-100 mm '‘'slack' in 
each wire to facilitate later tracing (by pulling 
and sliding the wire being traced). The 'slack' 
is also handy if you break the end of the wire, 
and need to reterminate it. 


WIRE IDENTIFICATION 


There is no need to put label identification 
on wires. Three methods make this unnecessary. 
1 The 'trace by tugging' system which I have 
outlined in this article. 


Z The use of standard colours for power supply 
feeds. 

_ If you break up a length of cable for your 
"single' wire needs, you are going to have a lot 
of white, red and black wires, 60 of the 80 wires 
in fact. 

Choose (say) RED for + side of power pack, 
BLACK for - side of power, and WHITE for track 
sections. 


3 The use of circuit drawings and cable charts. 

Most wires, which come directly from the 
cables, will, of course, automatically have their 
colour allocated from the table below. 

It is far more important to record plug num- 
bers on circuit drawings, and cable contents on 
80-wire charts than to identify wires with labels. 

This is all part of a further article which 
I propose to write. 


CONNECTING WIRES 


Nothing gives me a greater pain than having 
to use a soldering iron under a layout. 

While the underneath side is the logical 
place to run the wiring, try to design your layout 
to avoid this soldering. 

The best alternatives are screw terminals, 
and plugs and = sockets. Once again, the ready 
availability of high quality plugs and _ sockets 
ex Telecom encourages the use of plugs and sockets 
from 10 pins up to 80 pins. 

If a ‘device' (such as a point motor or sig- 
nal) has either solder terminals, or just loose 
wires for connections, solder these onto either 
a screw strip or a plug BEFORE you fit the device. 
You will need to remove wires for fault finding 
and for alterations later. Make that task easier 
at the time of installation. 

Screw strips and plugs should be fixed to 
the underside of the layout, thus avoiding the 
need for connecting wires to drop down in your 
way while working under the layout. Our new 
rule for wiring on the Melbourne Model Railway 
Society layout is that no connecting wire must 
be lower than 25 mm under the layout. 

Fix a small screw eye beside each screw strip 
or socket. 

When connecting to SCREW terminals, take 
the end of the wire around the screw in a clockwise 
direction. This helps to keep the wire under 
the screw when it is tightened. Prefer MUSHROOM 
HEAD screws, otherwise use a washer under the 
head of each screw. 
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under a screw head. 
cause one wire 


Do not cross’ wires 
When tightened, the screw will 
to cut the other. 


=) 


Figure 1 Wire clockwise around the screw 


If there are two wires to go under the head 
of a screw, lightly twist the wires together before 
you connect them to the screw. This avoids the 
‘cutting’ affect (above) and allows them to be 
separated easily while off the screw for fault 
finding later. 

When connecting the SOLDER terminals, avoid 
wrapping the wires around the terminals. Rely 
on the solder to hold the wire on. It is easy 
to wrap and then solder, but a real pain to un- 
solder and unwrap similtaneously later on. 


CABLES , PLUGS AND SOCKETS 

Just as you should always make your layout 
portable for later removal, you should wire the 
various sections together using cables, plugs 
and sockets. 

To have said this five years ago would have 
encouraged the comment 'I agree, but the cost 
would be prohibitive’. Again, the availability 
of CROSSBAR telephone exchange parts from disposal 
sources has given us access to plugs and sockets 
at ridiculously low prices, and with lengths of 
cable already attached to the plugs. For example, 
the popular 80-PIN plug or socket can be purchased 
from WILLSLAND (the Victorian Branch shop) for 
$1 each at present. You can even buy the plug 
with a length of 80-wire cable already attached 
for no extra charge, except for $1 per metre for 
the cable length. 


You don't need 80 wires for your connections? 
What the heck! At these prices, it would cost 
more for a smaller plug and socket. Don't tell 
me that you have never wanted to add wiring, and 
isn't it lovely to find the pins and cable wires 
already there for you to use. 

This CROSSBAR system was designed by the 
Swedes, who are very polite people! 

What we call the MALE, they call KNIFE unit. 
What we call FEMALE, they say FORK unit. They 
are also very cunning. They use FORK units in 
their PLUGS and KNIFE units in their SOCKETS, 
so the bit that is more subject to damage in tran- 
sit, swinging around on the end of a cable, is 
a FORK/PLUG, and the KNIFE/SOCKETS are fixed. 

Now that we've sorted that out, here is how 
you should use these CROSSBAR components. 
| Mount a frame (which holds from 1-6 KNIFE/ 
SOCKETS) under the layout, near to the next layout 
section, control panel relay set, etc. 


2 Fix one or more KNIFE/SOCKETS onto this frame 
(with one screw, would you believe). You can 
easily cut a size 6 frame into 2x3, 3x2 or even 


6x1. (A six-unit frame also costs $1 at Wills- 
land.) 


S| Obtain a cable with FORK/PLUG already connec- 
ted on one end. Allow enough length to reach 
anywhere on the section panel or whatever, plus 
about 600 mm swinging at the plug end, ready to 
connect to the next section. 


(figure 2) 
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SHOTION / 


FIGURE 2 


Use of Cables, Sockets, Screweyes, Etc. 


4 Fix the cable (about 600 mm from the plug) 
to the underside of the layout (panel?) framework 
using a couple of saddle clamps, or clamps made 
up from heavy plastic tubing, or even a piece 
of the discarded cable sheath, attached with wood 
screws with washers under the heads. 


5 Remove the sheath from the rest of the cable. 
Before you do anything else, tighten the twist 
at the very end (each group of four wires) to 
retain identification). Route the wires to the 
appropriate places - track sections, point motors, 
Signals, lamps or even to the socket at the other 
end of the section if the wire continues on past 
this section (these are all fed into the routes 
of screw eyes). 


6 SPARE WIRES must retain their identity for 
future use, so make sure to twist a piece of MASTER 
COLOUR wire around the end of each group (see 
the following table to understand this). Feed 
these also into the main route of screw eyes (you 
can see now why it pays not to skimp on screw 
eye size). 

So now you have it all wire up. You can 
unplug quickly for removal, or to remove a control 
panel for alteration or additions. 

You can trace wires quickly by tugging and 
feeling ahead for the wire which moves. You 
can disconnect wires quickly for fault finding 
(if you have used screws or mini plugs). 

IT hope that you will now enjoy this part 
of construction, or at the very least, find it 
less painful. 
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Before and after. Pompy 
style tender engine which 
was converted from the 


tank engines. Used as 
shunt engines with the 
last one Pompy finishing 
at Ipswich workshops 
years after not existing 
on the books and now 
preserved there. Tank 


built by Steve Malone and 
Tender type built by Tony 
Weber. 

Photo by Steve Malone. 
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Figure 3 
Cressbar Plug Numbering 


Colour No Colour No Colour No Colour No 
White 1 Blue 2 Red 3. Black 4 
7 6 Orange | 6" 9 
" 11 Green ns in 14 
is 16 Brown | 18 " 19 
‘s 5 Slate i. ed 5 * 20 
White 21 BL/White 22 Red 23 Black 24 
i 26 BL/Orange 27 " 28." 29 
7 31  BL/Green 32 " 33” 34 
. 36 =68BL/Brown 37 " 35. * 39 
= 25 BL/Slate 30 . 35 " 40 
White 41 OR/White 42 Red 43 Black 44 
- 46 OR/Green 47 " 4g " 49 
” 51  OR/Brown 52 " 53. * 54 
7 56 OR/Slate a7 " 58 * 59 
” 45 GR/White 50 . = = 60 
White 61 #£GR/Brown 62 Red 62 Black 64 
° 66 GR/Slate 67 " 68" 69 
" 71 BR/White 72 . 73 74 
" 76 BR/Slate 77 . 78 «CO 79 
7 65 SL/White 70 ' 75 " 80 
Figure 4 Crossbar Cable Colour Code (80 wires) 
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Some Sound (Cassette) 
Advice 


by Nev Mann 


Inspection of an ‘Andy Stewart’ audio cassette 
giving poor reproduction revealed the pad (on 
the metal strip backing the tape where the head 
runs) was missing. My usual repair method was 
used, and the ‘ideas wheel’ started turning. 

The repair supply also became a source of 
model items. To carry out the repair, a blank 
tape cartridge was disassembled by removing the 
five self-tapping screws and gently lifting the 
top half of the cartridge body. 

Gain No 1: Five small self-tapping screws. 


The top of the defective tape cartridge was 
likewise removed, the defective metal strip was 
removed and replaced with the good one from the 
blank tape (with the help of a pair of tweezers). 
The repaired tape was reassembled carefully and 
returned to service. 

Gain No 2: About 26 mm x 3 mm of thin metal suit- 
able for pickup wipers. 


Gain No 3 

Two 26"' diameter (HO scale), 19" wide pulleys 
with 6" diameter holes. These run on stub shafts 
0.066" (66 thou) diameter, marginally larger than 
1/16th of an inch. 


Gain No 4 

Two 96 mm x 47 mm pieces of black material 
about 0.004" (four thou) thick for 'non-stick' 
(sliding or rotating) applications. 


If you have a tape with a damaged portion, 
and wish to save the undamaged section, and are 
willing to cut off the ‘'crunched' bit, the tape- 
up spool, disc, etc, has a push-fit insert to 
hold the tape end. Slide this insert sideways, 
remove defective tape, place new '‘end' of tape 
in slot, refit insert (it's no more difficult 
than replacing a missing Kadee coupler spring!?!). 


Gain No 5 
Two more '‘'wheels', etc, 6'2" diameter, 1334" 
wide — paint to suit for machinery parts. 


The blank tapes used were 'Sun Hing’ brand 
from Target stores. These came in a box of 10. 
Cassettes boxed singly can have the box corners 
cut off and used for square (90°) bracing inside 
Styrene buildings. 

Check the plastic cassette castings for useful 
sections, corners, shapes, etc. Six of the eight 
pins cast in the lower half fit the rollers (Gain 
No 3 items) and may be handy for some type of 
cord and pulley device. 

Now, what am I offered for five dozen self- 
tapping screws and a dozen pickup wipers...... ? 
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Try These Hints & Tips 


by Geof Coleman 


1 An ideal scale sized wire for modelling numer- 
ous rolling stock components can be obtained from 
musicians’ shops. 

The drum sticks called 'brushes', once .popular 
for quiet, soft music, are made up of hundreds 
of strands of 0.020" galvanised steel hard drawn 
wire. 


Being steel, it is strong, being hard drawn 
it is easy to bend and holds a bend well, being 
galvanised it won't rust and accepts solder read- 
ily. One pair of drummer's 'brushes' will take 
a modeller a lifetime to consume (what can we 
use guitar strings for ?). 


2 Those modellers who prefer, or simply like 
the idea of chain link wagon couplings, will find 
this method of manufacture easy, fast and cheap. 
You will need copper wire, fine pointed needle 
nose pliers, a hammer and metal block (flat sur- 
face). 

Using the needle nose pliers, form a shep- 
herd's crook shaped hook in the wire. If requir- 
ed, form a loop at other end of wire for securing 
hook coupler to wagon floor. 

At this stage, both ends of the wire should 
be on the same plane. 

Place ‘hook’ on flat metal surface then tap 
with hammer to flatten the wire. This also har- 
dens the copper. The result is that the hook 
and loop close up slightly on flattening of the 
previously round wire. Trial and error at initial 
forming shape of hook will result in ideal finished 


hook shape. Finally twist shank to set hook 
at 90° to plane off loop (see sketch). 
The chain coupling could be cheap ‘fashion 


jewellery’ chain cut into short segments or can 
be made from scratch as follows: 
Wind copper wire around a suitably sized 


nail. The coil thus formed is slid off the nail, 
then cut through as shown in sketch. With needle 
nose pliers, close each ring then solder the 'link' 
joint. Links can be squeezed or hammered to 
oval shape. Copper components can then be either 
painted or treated with 'blackener’. 
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5 Curved Roof Shapes 

Keep an eye out for usable detergent bottle 
shapes. Shampoo bottles, drink bottles, oil 
containers, etc; all of these have potential 
to save you lots of difficulty in making single 
radius or compound curvature roof profiles. 
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Bw The beautiful city of 
Perth is the fastest- 
growing urban area in 
Australia. But the speed 
of this growth, and the 
sprawling nature of 
Perth’s suburbs have 
combined to produce a 
public transportation 
headache of giant 
proportions. Competing 
with four other 
companies for the 
contract, Walkers-ASEA, 
in a joint venture, were 
awarded the major 
contract under the Perth 
electrification project, to 
deliver 21 two-car 
electric trainsets. 
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Principal Data: 


Maximum speed 90 km/h 
Line frequency 50 Hz 

Line voltage 20 kV 
Gauge 1,067 mm 
Height over pantograpn down 3.910 mm 
Height of floor from top of rail 1,100 mm 
Max. width over body 2,890 mm 
Wheel! diam. (new) 840 mm 
Distance between bogie centres 17,000 mm 
Bogie wheelbase 2,900 mm 


SSI a 


Rubber springs 


Vehicle length over body Eo oU mm 
Overalllength of 2-coach unit including couplers 48,422 mm 
Total weight of coach unit 81 tonnes 
Seating capacity of 2-coach unit 152 

Service capacity of 2-coach unit 366 

Number of traction motors 4 


Control system — thyristor, with separately excited traction motors 


Rating, cont. 4x 126 kW 
Gear ratio 16:98 


Traction motor suspension 
Brake systems — blended dynamic/EP brake 
— automatic brake back-up 
~ outboard mounted disc brakes 
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From the President 


It is said that the path of true love never 
did run smoothly, and it seems the same is true 
of the functioning of many clubs and organisations, 
including AMRA. 

In the last issue of Journal, I reported 
the resignation of John Skilton as Exhibition 
Chairman and that I had undertaken the task for 
this year. I am pleased to report that at this 
time, despite early rumours that there would be 
no exhibition and an unscheduled trip to hospital 
for a gall bladder operation on my part, all prep- 
arations for the Exhibition are well in hand. 

The floor plan has been finalised, and all 
exhibitors have been advised of their acceptance 
and their position in the hall. Catering arrange- 
ments are being modified to improve facilities 
for exhibitors and workers. All members will 
by now have received their roster sheet and they 
should have been returned to the roster clerk. 

The Exhibition this year will again face 
severe competition on the October holiday weekend, 
with an air show and the RAN Bicentennial display 
on the harbour. 

Although by the time you read this it will 
be too late to volunteer through the roster clerk, 
I would ask that if you attend the Exhibition 
and have some time to spare, please offer your 
assistance to the supervisor on duty - it just 
may be of great help. 


Offers to exhibit were still being received 
over a month after the closing date for applica- 
tions and the floor plan had been finalised. 

The Exhibition should be of interest to every- 
one, with layouts from Z to 1 gauge, an operating 
model of the Sydney Monorail and historic films 
from the NSW Film Library. There will be several 
trade stands catering for the hobbyist, with two 
from interstate. 

The Federal Annual General Meeting will be 
held at Rockdale on Friday evening, 11 November. 
I would encourage all members to attend this meet- 
ing and give support to the Federal Committee. 
Please note all subscriptions were due on 1 Septem- 
ber, and all nominations for the Federal Committee 
must be in the hands of the Federal Secretary 
by 30 September. 

Remember, it's no good complaining about 
the outcome of a meeting if you don't attend and 
play, your part in the decision making. The surest 
way to kill any club or organisation is to leave 
everything to the other chap and do nothing your- 
self. 

I would like to express appreciation to Keith 
Aldous for his valued assistance during the past 
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six months as Vice President of the NSW Branch. 
Keith resigned from the Committee in July after 
a difference of opinion with other committee mem- 
bers. Fred Green has been appointed Vice Presi- 
dent in his place. The new committee man to 
replace Fred will be advised in the next issue 
of Smoke Signals. 

In order- to promote AMRA, your Committee 
of Management has decided to again exhibit 
Hawkesbury. It will be on display at the Exhi- 
bition in October and also in the old railway 
goods shed at Hurstville on Saturday and Sunday 
19 and 20 November, as part of the St George Steam 
Festival. Jack Parker, who designed the layout, 
is supervising its renovation. Operators” and 
rolling stock will be required for both occasions. 
To ensure a good display, i.e. a minimum of derail- 
ments, all rolling stock should be tested on 
Hawkesbury prior to the display. 


Good progress continues to be made on both 
the N and HO layouts. The 'clean up area’ outside 
the back door is now complete, and all repairs 
and renovations needed after the recent break- 
ins have been completed. 

Why don't you come along and see what is 
happening at your clubroom? 

Looking forward to meeting you at Rockdale 
or at the Exhibition. 

Bob Wardrop 
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Layout Notes 


HO LAYOUT 


Work on the HO layout has advanced to the 
Stage where all tracks on the main line are wired 
and in operation. The terminal at READ is con- 
nected and working into the system. By the time 
these notes are in print, the other terminal sta- 
tion at DUNN will be in full operation and con- 
nected to the CTC Panel. The sidings at PARKER 
and the Industrial sidings in the same area are 
all connected and are operated from local panels. 

The peninsular section will be the next part 
to be constructed, but in the meantime ballasting 
and scenery work can now be started as all the 
track and electrical testing has been done and 
the bugs ironed out. 

Five of the six 'five-outlet walk around 
plug-in panels' are working and are waiting on 
two more hand-held controllers to be completed 
SO as to have five cab control units in action 
on the main lines. It must be admitted that 
to have five trains in operation before the track 
detection circuits are working would really need 
great concentration. 
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The track detection system finally adopted 
has to be able to cope with trains powered at 
the front or rear, e.g. XPTs, DEB sets, etc. 
Thought is also going into the matter of preventing 
a train from taking off like a ‘hairy goat' when 
power is restored on a ‘green’ signal. 

There will be quite a lot of experimenting 
before the final solution to this problem is 
achieved, as members bring along a great range 
of equipment with varying performances. But 
that again is just another one of the challenges 
in this hobby. 

Vacancies exist in the scenery department. 

Norm Read 
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HAWKESBURY LAYOUT 


The Branch will be exhibiting the Hawkesbury 
HO layout at Liverpool on 1, 2 and 3 October, 
and at the’ St George Steam Festival on 19 and 
20 November. This layout is now 20 years old 
and must be amongst the oldest layout still being 
shown at exhibitions. 

The scenery on Hawkesbury needs some repair 
here and there and it needs repainting, but in 
the main it is in very good condition. The track- 
work and wiring is in good order and this would 
be due to its being in constant use at layout 
- operation meetings. As problems arose they were 
fixed and not allowed to accumulate. 

At the time of writing these notes, layout 
operators are needed for both venues. Volunteers 
must be prepared to put in a little layout opera- 
tion practice at Rockdale before the two events. 
-They should also have reasonably good models of 
NSW trains available for running. The Hawkesbury 
layout is meant to represent NSW _ countryside, 
so at exhibitions we try to run appropriate trains. 
If you think you can help, please contact any 
committee member. 
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Jack Parker 
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REVIEW THE N SCALE PATIENT 


A recent Break in the N Scale Project is 
now being Healed. The absence of some team mem-— 
bers due to an excursion to Expo and other places 
had left things out on a Limb. However, the 
enthusiasm of the team is not to be contained 
and they have Muscled in on some dressed timber 
for the Bones of the peninsula. The Skeleton 
of the structure will allow cupboards for the 
Branch Library to be installed underneath. Stage 
One now has full Motor Co-ordination to the points 
and is about to be set with a Plaster Cast. So 
we can now say that our Patients is being reward- 
ed! (2) 

Glenn Watson 
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Clubroom News 


THE BRANCH LIBRARY 


The Branch Library contains many interesting 
books and magazines, and most are available for 
members to borrow, but some rare books are re- 
stricted to reading at the Clubroom. 

Members wishing to borrow books should see 
our Librarian, Denice Tyson, or a member of the 
Committee of Management. 

No books should be removed from the cupboards 
without permission. All books should be returned, 
or the borrowing renewed, after a period of four 
weeks. | 


At present one particular book is missing. 
The book is 'Passenger Cars of the NSWR' by 
L A Clark - its return would be very much apprec- 
iated as other members are waiting to view it. 
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ANNUAL DINNER 


Our Branch Annual Dinner was a great success 


due to good food and congenial company. Our 
guest speaker, a retired steam engine driver and 
driver inspector, was enjoyed by all. Thank 


you Jack Sparkes. 
A special thank you to my wife Val and helpers 


Bert Hetherington, Fred Green and Norm Read. It 
was most gratifying. 
Ed Hogan 
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BUILDING REPORT 


At long last the two low sections of wall 
between the clubroom and the adjoining building 
have been increased in height. The landing and 
sink for use after plastering sessions and roof 
Over same are now completed. The sheet steel 
Cladding wall, replacing the. fibro wall, has been 
painted inside and outside. | 

The next item is the building of extra storage 
for the Library. At present lots of library 
material is packed in cartons and sitting on our 
storage shelves. As new cupboards are to be 
built under the layouts, a proposal is being con- 
sidered to build them on rollers so they can be 
pulled out to give easy access to wiring, etc, 
under the layout when required. 

Norm Read 
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Program 


The program throughout the latter half of 
December 1988 and January 1989 is one of layout 
operation. 

Your commitee feel that it is difficult to 
arrange other activities during this holiday period 
but layout operation will provide an activity 
for members who attend regularly and also provide 
an opportunity for country or interstate members 
to visit the Clubrooms. 
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OCTOBER 

1 Sat ) Sydney Model Railway Exhibition 
2 Sun ) E G Whitlam Recreation Centre, 

3. Mon ) Liverpool 

14 Fra Exhibition clean-up 

15 Sat Layout operation 
23. Fri Video Night 
29 Sat SCMRA Convention 
NOVEMBER 

> wat Layout operation 

il)0= ss Fri Federal Annual General Meeting 

19 = Sat Layout operation 

19 Sat ) Hawkesbury layout on show at old 
20 Sun ) Hurstville Railway goods shed 
DECEMBER 

3 ©6Sat Auction 

G. Fri Christmas Dinner (details later) 
V7. >. oat Layout operation 

Fi, Say ah | Layout operation 
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Meetings at Clubrooms, Chapel Lane, Rockdale, 
are held on - 
lst and 3rd Saturdays 
and 
2nd and 4th Fridays 


Meetings, unless otherwise specified, are - 
Fridays: 7.30 - 11 pm 
Saturdays: 2 - 5.30 pm 
Note: AMRA (NSW) Clubrooms telephone no is - 
59 1899 


All correspondence regarding NSW Branch mat- 
ters should be addressed to the following: 

The Secretary 

AMRA NSW Branch 

PO Box 194 


ROCKDALE NSW 2216 
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Book Review 


A Comprehensive Glossary of Railway and 
Modelling Terms 


Compiled and published by Australian modellers 
RRP $6.95 


This book is written by modellers for model- 
lers, and is a result of about 10 years’ research. 
What is more, it is written by Australians. The 
book, which includes over 1000 items, is believed 
to be the most comprehensive of its kind yet pro- 
duced, and includes terms peculiar to Australia, 
America and Britain. This glossary should prove 
to be a useful reference on any modeller's shelf, 


as well as making interesting reading for its 
own sake. 
It is hoped that all readers will support 


this publication, not only by buying it, but by 
contributing suggestions for inclusion in further 
editions. The book's cheap price results from 
all middle men being eliminated. It can be ob- 
tained at conventions, exhibitions, or by mail 
order from Peter Betts who has financed the ven- 
ture. Please add $1 to the RRP for postage if 
ordering by mail. Cheques should be made payable 
to Peter Betts. 

Peter Betts 
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Nepean Sub-Branch 
THE GREEN ASPECT 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


As a result of our second Annual General Meeting, 
a new committee was formed. 


President Colin Steele 

Vice President Peter Chamberlain 
Treasurer Roslyn Chamberlain 
Secretary Robyn Steele 
Commit teemen Eric Bourne 


Chris Bourne 
Steve Chapman 
Steve Chapman was voted in as Trustee. 


PROGRAM 


OCTOBER 
if Sat ) 
2 Sun ) Liverpool Exhibition 
3. Mon ) 
8 Sat Scenery and lineside structures - 
St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre - 7 pm 
15 = Sat Work sessions 
22 Sat Work sessions 
NOVEMBER 
12 Sat Slide and Film - BYO slides 
St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre - 7 pm 
19 Sat Work sessions 
26 =Sat Work sessions 
DECEMBER 


Christmas function to be advised 


A Green Aspect will be forwarded to all mem- 
bers in the Nepean Area detailing any further 
activities after the next committee meeting. 
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AMRA NSW Nepean 
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Sub-branch hold meetings 
in the St Marys Arts and Crafts Centre, Mamre 
Road (corner Great Western Highway), St Marys 
within 10 minutes walk of St Marys railway station. 

Work sessions are held in members’ homes 
and start at 2 pm. Please contact a member of 
the committee for details. 


CONTACT ARRANGEMENTS 


Post Secretary 
AMRA NSW Nepean Sub-branch 
68 Shadlow Crescent 
ST CLAIR NSW 2759 

Phone Steve Chapman 02 670 3252 
Steeles 02 623 4570 


Chamberlains 02 -631 5465 
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President's Piece 


As mentioned briefly in the last Journal, 
the Victorian Branch of the AMRA is now Incor- 
porated. One immediate change is that the monthly 
meetings will no longer be formal, but instead 
will be known as Social Meetings. These meetings 
will be conducted along the same lines as before, 
but without the need to have minutes moved and 
seconded. Apart from the aspect of protection 
for office bearers and members, and the amendments 
to the Constitution, there is little noticeable 
change. 

At the July Social Meeting, I had much plea- 
sure in welcoming two new members to the Assoc- 
iation. They are Malcolm Clark and his son 
Alister. Their interest is 00 scale and at this 
stage have no particular leanings as to what proto- 
type to follow. I sincerely hope they both have 
many years of enjoyment with the hobby and the 
Association. However, I will have to watch that 
lot from the back of the hall. They try to in- 
fluence all newcomers with their green engines 
and incantations of Gods Wonderful Railway. 

Our Annual Auction Night took place at the 
July Meeting and as usual our Treasurer, Stewart 
Westerman, was in full flight as auctioneer. For 
the new members and visitors, it must have been 
quite an experience. Even I got carried away 
in the enthusiasm and found myself bidding for 
items I really didn't need. However, I did come 
away with a couple of very worthwhile acquisitions. 
One of the gems of the night was a lot which com- 
prised a bundle of German model railway magazines. 
Stewart's comment in presenting this item for 
auction was that the wording was in German, but 
that the photos were in English; work out the 
logic in that one. It was a very successful 
night, and our thanks go to Stewart and his assist- 
ants, Bill Morehouse and Graham Stockfeld, and 
in addition to Graham Nitz who brought along his 
personal computer and printer to help with record- 
ing and calculating values on each lot. Graham 
wrote a program especially for the auction and 
it worked perfectly. It certainly saved Stewart 
a lot of time calculating the commission on each 
lot at the end of the auction. 

As mentioned in the previous Journal, the 
June Social Meeting (Casserole Night) was held 
at the home of Elizabeth and Bill Secker. Our 
thanks to Elizabeth and Bill for the evening; 
the 16 who participated certainly enjoyed them- 
selves. 

We are still looking for volunteers to com- 
plete unfinished projects for Kyneton. Most, 
if not all these projects, can be done at home 
and the finished item placed on the layout at 
the Clubrooms. A full listing is shown elsewhere 
in the issue. Please look at it carefully and 
see if you can help. Camberwell isn't that far 
away now. : 

Mention was also made in the July/August 
Journal of some items of expenditure for the Club 
this year. Just to give you an idea of those 


costs, here are three items that the COM approved 
at the July Committee meeting. Replacement of 
upstairs curtains with holland blinds - $1560; 
exterior painting of the building - $3000; re- 
placement of steel roof over front landing - $1100. 
All these items have been deferred from previous 
years, but now must be done as a matter of urgency. 
One other important job that needs to be done 
in the next year is the replacement of switch- 
boards, both upstairs (main board) and downstairs 
(sub board). This job will need to be done pro- 
fessionally, and it is conservatively estimated 
at around $2000; this does not include a new 
board for upstairs which we have already purchased 


for $700, and that was a very good price. So 
when we ask you for help at working bees, we are 
in effect asking you to save money on maintenance 
that would otherwise need to be done by trades- 
people, and I don't believe we are that affluent. 

While on the subject of working bees, the 
next one is to be held on 13 November; please 
keep it in-mind. The main task on that day will 
be to complete the painting of the roof. 

The Final Draft Report of the State Transport 
Authority Plan (STAP) titled V/LINE TOWARDS 2002 
has been released, and a copy obtained for our 
library. For those of you interested in V/Line 
and its future (!!), I recommend you have a look 
through this Report. 

The Report covers five scenarios (a terrible 
word) that may take place by the turn of the cen- 
tury. Briefly I have listed the scenarios below. 


] All freight and passenger 
provided by road - none by rail. 


services to be 


Z All passenger services to be _ provided by 
road. Freight to continue, but under full dereg- 
ulation (including grain). All traffic not viable 


on a commercial basis to be divested, including 
LCL traffic. 
3 Continuation of current V/Line directions. 


For passenger services, this would mean substantial 
expansion of road coach operations in lieu of 


rail. Regulation of grain, petroleum, briquettes 
and cement is assumed to continue. LCL is re- 
tained. 

4 Continued support for and improvement of 


rail passenger services, 
to a minor role. 


relegating road coaches 
Freight would be the same as 3. 


5 Expansion of rail passenger services through 
System upgrading and reduction of transit times 
to be competitive with road _ transport. The 


freight objective would be to increase tonnages 
through improvements in services and introduction 
of lower average prices. 


As you can see, the move already is to reduce 
staff numbers prior to Australian National taking 
over. My own prediction is that this will occur 
in 1990. If space permits, I will include more 
on the STAP Report in the next Journal. 

Geoff Brown 
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Kyneton Layout 


A list of jobs that need to be done to com- 
plete the Kyneton exhibition layout. 


Down End 


Houses at rear of road. 

Hay shed between road and line. 
Farm house on Up side of line. 
Fencing on Up side of line. 
Trees on Down side of line. 
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Down 


Tussocks in general area. 

Shrubby growth on Down side of line. 

Gangers' shed at rear of platform adjacent to 
Siding. 

Tussocks at rear of platform. 

Platform fencing - to be permanently fixed to 
module near platform edge. 

Point rodding. 


Centre 


Platform fencing - to be permanently fixed to 
module near platform edge. 

High fence between station buildings and water 
tower. 

General fencing at end of Up platform at Up end. 

General fencing at end of Down platform at Up end. 

Hand gates. 

Picket fencing adjacent to level crossing gates. 

Adjust goods shed - size and position. 

Mechanise level crossing gates. 

Adjust roadways at rear of level crossing. 

Low relief corner house. 

Single gate for goods line. 

Adjust water column position. 


Up 

Low relief cement/concrete works. 
Grain silos. 

Farm fencing. 

Tussocks and trees in general area. 


Up End 


Bluestone shed and barn. 
Farm fencing. 
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T SHIRTS/JACKETS 


Members who wish to purchase T shirts and/or 
jackets with the AMRA logo and your name embroider- 
ed thereon can order these through Stewart Wester- 
man at the Monthly Meetings. The colour is blue 
with the embroidery in gold. 

The price of the T shirts is $22.50 and the 
jackets are $30. 
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INCORPORATION 


Recently the Branch was incorporated under 


the Victorian Associations Incorporation Act, 
1981, and henceforth the monthly meetings will 
become monthly social meetings, with the September 
1989 meeting being the next annual general meeting. 
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WORKING BEE 


A working bee was held on Sunday 14 August, with 
those in attendance being as follows: , 

R Marsden, A Woods, N Hambly, A Jenkinson, R Black- 
ley, R Dall, R Lloyd, W Secker, §S Westerman, 
R Thomas, G Brown, G Nitz, N Farrelly 
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AMRA Journal 


This was the best attendance for some time. 
The work undertaken being a general clean up, 
trimming and weeding of the outside grounds, clean- 
ing of hall light fittings, removal of old cur- 
tains, patching and painting of hall stage area 
walls. 
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TIMETABLE OPERATIONS 


A British prototype day was held on 3 July, 
with 13 members in attendance. Equipment was 
supplied by P England, A McKenna and M Martin. 


An Australian prototype day was held on 
7 August, with 14 members in attendance. Equip- 
ment was supplied by R Lloyd, A McKenna, J McClure 
and AMRA Victorian Branch. 
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JULY MEETING 


This was the annual auction night at which 
some members were able to pick up a bargain or 
two. In general it was an interesting and suc- 
cessful event, with most of the items for sale 
being knocked down by our Auctioneer, Stewart 
Westerman. The highlight being the astute sales 
pitch of the Auctioneer in auctioning off the 
journals with 'German text and English pictures’. 

The Branch's thanks go to Graeme Nitz for 
the use of his computer for recording transactions 
and calculating commission, etc. 


Competition Results 


Photo - Level Crossing 
Print — Rob Blackley - Springvale Road 


85 points 
Slide - Stewart Westerman - Glenelg Tramway 
Crossing 90 points 
Model - none submitted 
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AUGUST MEETING 


This was a slide night at which Wal Stuchbery 
showed some slides covering his recent visit to 
England. Also, Russell Edwards showed a number 
of well taken slides of locos/trains from around 
Victoria, NSW and South Australia.. Bob Edwards 
showed slides of Hammersly Iron, VR, NSWR, SAR, 
many of them from 20 to 25 years ago. 


Competition Results 


Photo - Mineral Wagon 
Print - Stewart Westerman - GY Briquette 


Wagon 80 points 
Slide - none submitted 
Model - Australian Kit 
P Jenkinson — WR BW Coach 96 points 
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Program 


At Clubrooms unless otherwise stated. 


OCTOBER 
2 Sun Timetable operation - British prototype 
1.30 - 5 pm 
13. Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm 
Video of Europe - P Jenkinson 
Model - Kit Built i Australian 
ii Other 
Photo - Manual Crossing Gate 
30. ~=—s Sun Running day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
NOVEMBER 
6 Sun Timetable operation - Australian proto- 


type - 1.30 - 5 pm 


AMRA Journal 


10 Thur Social Meeting - 8 pm 
Show and run - bring your best train 
Model - Open standard categories 
Photo — Blue Harris train 

13. Sun Working Bee - roof painting 


8.30 am - 5 pm 
On Sunday 13 November, further roof painting 
is proposed. The Club requires two groups of 
four or five people to carry out this work; one 
group to start approximately 9 am for preparation, 
etc, and the other group to start about 1.30 pm 
to apply final coat. 
20 Sun Observation run - 10 am - meet at car 
park opposite Clubrooms - BYO BBQ 

This has proved to be a very enjoyable event 
on the two previous occasions it has been held. 
Participants are given a set of cryptic instruc- 
tions, and, hopefully, arrive at the destination. 
A sealed envelope containing the destination is 
also given to enable those who get lost to event- 
ually find their way. 


27 = Sun Running day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
DECEMBER 
4 Sun Timetable operation - USA prototype 
1.30 - 5 pm 
8 Thur Social (Christmas) Meeting - 8 pm 


Bring a plate, reverse raffle 

Model - Australian or other kit 

Photo - Railway slide at least 10 
years old 
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For Sale 


Peter England has a selection of items for 
sale through our Willsland sales outlet. 


6 of £ Ks 16 mm tender wheels and axles 


@ $3.60 lot 

3 of f Brake cylinders, white metal @ $1.00 lot 
4 off Airfix couplers @ $1.60 lot 
2 off Airfix/Dapol couplers @ $0.80 lot 
4 off  Airfix/Dapol couplers @ $1.60 lot 
2 off Brass whistles @ $2.00 lot 
2 off Brass whistles @ $2.00 lot 
1 off | GWR 47XX chimney, white metal $1.00 ea 
1 off GWR Castle chimney, double, 

white metal $1.50 ea 
1 off GWR Hall/Star/Saint chimney, 

white metal $1.50 ea 
1 off | GWR standard chimney, white 

metal $1.50 ea 
3 off | GWR safety valves, white metal $1.00 ea 
1 off  GWR 68XX/40XX chimney, brass $2.00 ea 
1 off GWR King chimney, white metal $1.50 ea 
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Farewell Jim Greenshields 


The deliberations of the Management Committee 
on Tuesday 19 July were saddened by the reading 
of many notices in the ‘West Australian’ of that 
date regarding the death of our fellow member 
Jim Greenshields. As the deadline for this issue 
of The Branchline was very close at hand, Ted 
Thoday asked me to write a few lines about Jim. 

Jim lived at Koorda, some 235 kilometres 
north east of Perth, and about three hours driving 
by car. He was a ‘Lowland Scot' hailing from 
Fountainhall, a small town about 30 kilometres 
south of Edinburgh, in the valley of the Gala 
Water and on the ‘Waverley Route’ of the North 
British Railway from Carlisle to Edinburgh. The 
very light branch line to the nearby hamlet of 
Lauder set out from here and was notable for the 
two ex GER J6/7 O-6-OTs, which at 40 tons were 
too heavy for the line and ran with tenders behind 
and with empty side tanks. Jim was actively 
modelling Fountainhall in N scale and, judging 
by the quality of the models he entered in the 
Railway Modelling Competitions, doing it well. 
Who will ever forget the 1986 Competition when 
Jim's models were involved in a car crash en route 
from Koorda to Perth and still won a trophy? 
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Jim was a big man, a man with a jolly dis- 
position (my video record of Jim in the ticket 
box on 6 June at the Model Railway Exhibition 
reveals him asking the patrons to ‘have a happy 
day!’ and 'have a good time!'). He was the agent 
for Elders Pastoral in Koorda and, although a 
bachelor, had a very wide circle of friends in 
that town and the nearby towns of Dowerin, Wyalk- 
atchem, Burakin, Cadoux, Gabbin and Wongan Hills, 
arising from his business contacts, his’ church 
activities (he was a lay preacher in the Uniting 
Church, no doubt having come from a strong Pres- 
byterian background when he left Scotland after 
the war), his singing pursuits, his Lodge and, 
of course, his railway modelling interests. 
Otherwise there wouldn't have been over 50 notices 
in the ‘West Australian’ mourning his passing. 
The Branch's loss appears to be miniscule when 
compared with that of the folk of those towns 
where Jim ‘walked tall', as a kind, generous, 
cheerful, Christian gentle-man. He will be sadly 
missed by us all. 

Alan Porter 
IE HHHHH 
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The Ted Thoday 
Encouragement Award 


The objective of this award is to encourage 
a better standard of modelling among those who 
feel that their standard is not good enough for 
public display. The event will take the form 
of an appraisal of each model submitted and will 
be conducted on Saturday 22 October 1988, pro- 
visionally at the Branch Clubrooms. Subsequently, 
the appraisers will discuss each entry with its 
a in a positive and constructive manner 
to indicate how the entrant's modelling could 
be improved. 

Entrants MUST be financial members of the 
AMRA, residing in WA, who have not previously 
entered the Branch's annual Railway Modelling Com- 
petition. Intending entrants are requested to 
notify the Branch Secretary by 15 September of 
the number of models that they intend to submit, 
in order that the logistical requirements’ can 
be gauged, etc. It will be a condition of entry 
that all models submitted will be available for 
display during ModelRail '88 on Sunday 30 October. 
The 'Ted Thoday Encouragement Award' will be award- 
ed to the modeller, who in the appriasers' joint 
opinion, is deserving of further encouragement. 

To enable the entrant to make a direct com- 
parison, the appraisers will use a similar assess- 
ing system to that used by the judges at the Rail- 
way Modelling Competition. To obtain the maximum 
benefit, entrants will need to provide details 
of the prototype upon which the model is based, 
the materials used and the work done in construct- 
ing/modifying the model. 

The appraisal will take three parts: 
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1 A meeting with an appraiser where details 
of the prototype, the materials used and work 
done, etc, an be identified. 
2 A privaie appriasal of the models. 
3 A second meeting with an appraiser, discussing 
the entry in a positive and constructive manner 
to indicate how the entrant's modelling could 
be improved. 
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Video Reviews 


Your reviewers recently had the opportunity 
to view two relatively new videos. Many modellers 
will have heard of the 'Railscene' series of videos 
on the prototype railway scene in Britain. The 
same director has now released 'Railscale' - the 
model railway video magazine. Railscale's stated 
philosophy is to show pictures of model railways, 
without interviews, presenters or soapboxes (in 
contrast to our Peter Denny video and to the Line- 
Side Look tapes). The format is still in course 
of development, but is basically a number of in- 
depth looks at well known model railway layouts, 
construction techniques, hints and tips, product 
reviews, etc. For instance, the second tape 
of the series has less, but more detailed, reviews 
of products. 

Railscale No 3 is taking a lot longer to 
produce than was intended, apparently because 
of problems in finding layouts of high standard 
that have not been exposed to death on the UK 
exhibition circuit or plastered across Model Rail- 
way Journal or similar. 

Railscale Nos 1 and 2 have featured the fol- 
lowing: 

‘ The Bromford and High Peak fine scale O layout 
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Winchester Chesil 4 mm scale 18.83 mm gauge 
S4 layout. | 
. Mike Sharman's Victorian 
broad and EM standard gauge. 
Pendon Museum 4 mm scale EM gauge Dartmoor 
layout. 
; Oxford and Districts MRC 4 mm scale OO Oxford 
Rewley Road layout. 
‘ Visit to Pecorama. 
Building a crossing keeper's cottage in 4 mm 
scale using styrene. * 
, Building a 7 mm scale Slaters PO wagon kit. 
: Visit to the 10" gauge railway on the Isle 
of Mull. 
Building a modern image N scale layout, fea- 
turing baseboard construction, track laying and 
scenery basics. * 
Construction of 
ecate (1/48th). 
Reviews of products (Tomix Japanese N items, 
Replies Models GWR O-6-OPT, BR HBA and HEA hoppers, 
the vast range of Alan Gibson, Parkside early 
BR rolling stock, Peco trackwork in code 70 for 
O00 and EM, Peco 7 mm scale wagons, Peco SR conduc- 
tor rail, Ratio SR Utility B van, Taylors N scale 
coach side 'inserts', etc. * 


railway in 4 im 


a superb sawmill in US 0O 


(* indicates that this appears in both videos) 


Railscale No 1 was issued iearly in 1987 
and No 2 late in 1987. They have running times 
of 85 minutes and 98 minutes, respectively. 

Your reviewers thoroughly enjoyed both videos, 
although there were some features which could 
have perhaps been eliminated or reduced. For 
instance, there were quite incredible and excruci- 
ating motor noises from the locos on the Winchester 
Chesil and Rewley Road layouts and on Mike Shar- 
man's layout (amazing, considering the efforts 
that had clearly gone into the construction of 
the locos, the scenery and the general present- 
ation). The sound track accompanying the visit 
to the Bromford and High Peak layout was dubbed 
and ocasionally out of synchronisation. The 
sound track on the Dartmoor layout visit is absol- 
utely 'spot on', with wonderful loco hissing and 
grinding noises, wagon wheel squealing noises, 


loco whistlings and all in complete synchronisation 
with the wonderfully smooth starting and stopping. 

To add ‘insult’ to our ear injuries, the sound 
track of the visit to Rewley Road had the loco 

motor noises about 153 seconds behind the visuals 
(i. e. when the locos had stopped, they were still 
"grinding coffee'). 

Also (and surprisingly again), at least three 
of the moving locos on the Bromford and High Peak 
layout did not have crews on the footplate (very 
evident in 7 mm scale), passengers sitting on 
platform seats had their feet about a foot above 
the platform and the signal return movements were 
quite jerky - these ‘faults’ were a little unex- 
pected on a layout of the reputation of Bromford 
and High Peak. 

There was also an amazing derailment on the 
Mike Sharman layout of a wagon on the wagon in- 
cline - just goes to show that Murphy's Law relat- 
ing to cameras applied as usual - 'If it's going 
to misbehave, it will do so only when the camera 
is pointed at it!'. We thought that the operation 
of the narrow gauge ‘work loco' on Mike Sharman's 
layout was ‘a bit fast'. 

The good things about these videos were as 
follows: 

The sheer size and sense of weight of the 
O scale locos and stock on the Bromford and High 
Peak. 

The research and effort that went into Win- 
chester Chesil and the quality of the modelling, 
motor noises notwithstanding! 


AMRA Journal 
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; The weathering of timber, ‘rusting’ of corru- 
gated aluminium sheets and the making of tar paper 
roofs on the American timber mill. 

, The very practical tips and hints about using 
Styrene sheet for making buildings, especially 
doors, windows, roofs, gutters, downpipes, brick 
arches, etc. Also the advantages of using single 
Sided razor blades for such work, and the use 
of a small hand plane to get the sides of a sheet 
of styene exactly straight. 

: The incredible variety (and curiosity) of 
the locomotives on Mike Sharman's layout, all 
scratchbuilt and generally running very well (one 
a little fast though), motor noise notwithstanding! 
Also, a very good hint on using out-of-scale boat 
kits for larger scale dock-side effect. 

The sheer majesty, beauty, accuracy, every- 
thing about the Dartmoor layout at Pendon (if 
you can't afford an air fare to Britain to see 
this one, then DO go and buy this video - it's 
an inspiration! ) 

Overall, these two videos are excellent value 
at $49.95 from Derrick Enterprises and as vehicles 
to give you inspiration to reach higher standards 
or to learn some new techniques, they will take 
some beating. 

BET and &ay 
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Scrap Box 


(OR BRANCH 'BITS AND PIECES' WHICH USED TO BE 
FOUND ON THE EDITOR'S STUDY FLOOR! ) 


Bought a new pair of shoes the other day, 
so now I've got a Scrap Box to keep the little 
"Bits and Pieces’ that don't fit in terribly well 
elsewhere in The Branchline,. 

I suppose you noticed the colour of the cover 
of the last issue of The Branchline - green, again. 
It was supposed to 'make you green with envy’. 
I suppose you've also noticed that the cover of 
this one is pink (well, you'd be a bit blind if 
you hadn't!) - ‘we're in the pink!'. It's come 
about because BP seems to be getting out of colour- 
ed foolscap paper (only hope that they don't get 
out of the white stuff, otherwise we'll have to 
change the size of The Branchline to print onto 
A4S paper) and thus we've decided to buy our own 
coloured paper for the cover of each bi-monthly 
issue. It will give the opportunity to introduce 
some ‘colour coding' of successive issues through 
yellow, green, pink and blue, which will make 
it a bit easier for me, at least, to find the 
back number I'm looking for! 

One of the problems that has arisen in the 
last couple of years, since Journal got back to 
a six times a year frequency, is that the dates 
of publication of The Branchline and of Journal 
coincide at the end of the odd numbered months. 
Sometimes we get The Branchline to you a few days 
before Journal, sometimes the reverse. A bit 
of a pity that it was The Branchline that got 
out first at the end of May, because you remember 
that my fingers were beginning to hurt, due to 
being crossed for so long awaiting some sort of 
an apology from the Federal President regarding 
reporting in The Branchline being not ‘correct 
and proper’. It was only after The Branchline 
had been printed, collated and was ready for post- 
ing that Journal No 184 dropped through the slot 
of my mail box and what did it have? "An unqual- 
ified apology’ from the President, Keith Wilcox, 
for his earlier remarks, which.were made, as he 
said ‘due to ignorance (of WA incorporation pro- 
cedures) for want of a better word’. I have 
accepted Keith's apology and have written in those 
terms to Rex Little, the Editor of Journal, for 
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Andrew Morling has taken me to task, slightly, 
for some changes to his poetry contributions to 
the last two issues of The Branchline. It seems 
that some minor grammatical additions on my part 
upset the meter of the pieces and I apologise 
to Andrew for these unwarranted changes. I hope 
that he will continue to give us some interesting 
insights, in poetic form, into the strange social 
behaviour patterns of the ‘average’ railway model- 
ler. 

Although I had not seen the TV or newspaper 
reports, I gather that about two years ago, there 
was some publicity about a model railway collection 
of, I understand, predominantly American O scale 
items and its stated ‘value’ of $40 000 or there- 
abouts. It seems that the same collection, per- 
haps thinned down a bit due to some private sales 
to 'non-trade’ buyers, was sold at auction by 
Gregsons last week and realised the sum of $5000. 
The vendor, who had apparently not placed a reserve 
price on the items up for sale, was reported to 
be considerably upset and claimed that she had 
‘just lost $35 OOO'. Actually, you can't lose 
anything unless you have it in the first place - 
which is another way of saying that things, includ- 
ing model raiiway items, are only '‘worth' what 
someone will give you for them! 

Did you see that in the last showing of the 
'Thomas the Tank Engine and Friends' series by 
the ABC at 3.55 pm weekdays (about a month ago), 
the last three or four episodes were from a com- 


pletely new series previously not seen here. 
Unfortunately, only a few episodes of this new 
series were transmitted before ‘someone’ woke 


up to what was happening and a change of program 
resulted. 
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Library Notes 


I want to remind users of the Library of. 
the ‘Rules for Borrowing’. 


] Books and magazines may be borrowed for a 
period of one month at a cost of 20¢. Individual 
copies of a magazone CANNOT be borrowed. Only 
a box, usually containing a full year of the par- 
ticular magazine, but sometimes less may be taken. 
A check is made before the box leaves the Library 
and on its return as to the number of individual 
Magazine issues contained in the box. 


2 Videos may be borrowed between two consecutive 
meeting dates at a cost of $5, $2 of which is 
a refundable deposit. However, if you use the 
mail service, the $2 covers the Branch costs of 
posting and packaging and you are expected to 
pay for the return postage, using the same postal 
packet that the video came in. 


I don't mind if you're a LITTLE late in re- 
turning things, but when it becomes five to six 
months, or even longer, it is being very unfair 
to your fellow members of the Branch, who might 
also be wanting to borrow the item that you have 
been ‘hogging’. 

Former AMRA (and WA Branch) member Jeff Rolin- 
son has decided to change to a different hobby, 
but has also decided to 'place his heart in the 
Club’ and has donated a lot of books and magazines. 
These will all be very useful additions to our 
stock and will be catalogued shortly and listed 
in a future Library Book List Supplement issued 
with The Branchline. Don't overlook the latest 
Supplement in this issue! 

Arno De Smalen 
Librarian 
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Shop Talk 


Hobbycraft 


Not Fyfe Thorpe's (of Fybren Models) former 
Melbourne retail shop moved from Kew, but a brand 
new outfit in Fremantle, managed by Tim Vickridge. 
This new shop, at 35 Adelaide Street, Fremantle, 
just past St Patrick's Catholic Church as you 
come in from the bridges, is spacious and quite 
well equipped, considering that it is covering 
the entire range of modelling pursuits (cars, 
planes, boats, trains, etc). According to the 
"blurb', ‘there's a large reference library of 
books, magazines, photographs, slides, etc, to 
assist you with difficulties you might be having 
locating reference material on your latest project 
(unfortunately only available to those who can 
visit the shop). Video tapes of various hobby 
related subjects play continuously. Additionally, 
there is a seated meeting area, with tea/coffee 
making facilities, so that you can look at new 


products, books, magazines, etc, in comfort and 
at your leisure’. The telephone number is 
335 3838. 


They're offering a 10% discount to AMRA mem- 
bers ‘from their already competitive prices' when 
members show either their AMRA membership card 
or join the free 'Hobbycraft Club', which entitles 
them also to a regular newsletter, which is posted 


out, telling of new releases, special offers, 
etc. 
HHHKHEK HHHKH 
Train Trader 
One from NSW, Mona Vale to be exact. This 
company specialises in European model railways, 


and as their 'blurb' says ‘in 1988 we have gained 
a reputation as Professional Second Hand Special- 
ists’. That says it all, they deal mainly in 
second hand equipment and they claim that their 
prices have savings on regular retail prices of 
up to 70%, but generally about 50%. They issue 
regular monthly lists, which we feel sure would 
be made available to any member who contacted 


them (they wrote to the Branch seeking our address 
list, but we do not release that to any one). 
Their address is PO Box 138, Mona Vale, 2103 NSW. 
Telephone 02 997 1902. 
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Railwest Models 


As may be known, the members of the group 
known sometimes as '‘'The York Group’, who model 
WAGR 3'6" gauge prototype to S scale, i.e. 1/64th, 
are also 'in business’, trading as RAILWEST MODELS, 
it's claimed to be Westrail going backwards! 
Graham Watson is their 'Sales Director' (I've 
just given him that title - suppose he will be 
wanting a rise now!), and has asked to have the 
following made public knowledge to members (and 
others): 


FOR SALE ‘Detail’ items for WAGR locomotives 
and rolling stock, in Sn34_ scale. Cast 
in white metal and polyester resin, they 


include G class stack and dome, cow-catcher, 


wagon axle box and spring assembly, vacuum 
pipes and hoses and many more. 
For further details and a prices list, con- 


tact Graham Watson, or send a stamped and self- 
addréssed envelope to - 

Railwest Models 

30 Wynne Street | 

HAZELMERE WA 6055 
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Standbridge's Hobby Shop 


Should now be in the plural, because there's 
now more than one! Their NEW shop is at Unit 8, 
540 Wanneroo Road (just 200 metres north of Bal- 
catta Road). Don't know the telephone number 
for this one yet, but a call to the Mount Lawley 
shop on 271 8929 should get it for you. I'm 
told there's ample parking right at the door, 
that there's a good range of stuff in the shop 
and if it isn't there, a ‘computer phone call' 
(whatever that is!) to the Mount Lawley shop will 
get it in for you on the next day in most cases. 
Staffed by Ivor Finch and our Branch member Jason 
Hidden and managed by Mark Dallimore, this shop 
will supply a need for the modellers living in 
the ‘southern suburbs of Geraldton' (as_ those 
of us who live ‘south of the river’ term the north- 
ern suburban sprawl of Perth). According to 
my 'dicky bird' who gave the above information, 
there's a whisper that there could be a (another?) 
shop opening soon for all you people in the ‘south. 
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Derrick Enterprises 


Have heard that Kevin is going to limit his 
future trading activities mostly to books and 
videos and will not be carrying the very large 
range of ‘hard to get' items from the UK, such 
as Ian Kirk, PC Pressfix, Kean Maygib, Coopercraft, 
Scalelink, Tiny Signs, Scalelink, etc. Seems 
that despite Kevin's efforts to help modellers 
with such lines, there have still been too many 
who have been buying direct from the UK by mail 
order and thus making it uneconomic for him to 


carry such slow moving (and thus, even slower 
moving) lines. Serves us right, I guess! 
Believe, however, that Kevin will continue 


his past practice of getting in items on special 
order which WA modellers may require. He has 
a vast number of contacts in the UK and can prob- 
ably get things for you quicker (and cheaper) 
than you could do yourself. 
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Perth Hobby Centre 


Saw the lastest Bachmann '‘Spectrum' Master 
Railroader Series models of the GE 40 ton centre 
cab switcher with Bo-Bo wheel arrangement (OK 
Bruce, it's a B-B!) done out in Pennsylvania RR 
livery (No 9351), in B & O livery (No 20), in 
Western Maryland livery (No 75) and in Santa Fe 
livery (No 463) - all are priced, quite reasonably, 
at $59.95. 
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PSL BOOKS ON RAILWAY MODELLING 


Just a few of their titles: 
A Beginner's Guide to Model Steam Locomotives 
Computer Projects for Railway Modellers 
Model Railways on a Budget 
Modellers Guide to the LNER 
Modelling Historic Railways 
Practical Electronics for Railway Modellers, 
Parts 1 and 2 
PSL Complete Guide to Model Railways 
Scenic Railway Modelling 
Simple Model Railway Layouts 
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A VERY SATISFIED CUSTOMER 


Recently, I had a requirement for a set of 
fictitious loco name and number plates. Derrick 
Enterprises recommended CGW Models as a possible 
source. CGW Models (operated by C Gordon Watford, 
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hence the initials) were extremely helpful with 
detailed guidance to ensure that my order accurate- 
ly reflected my requirements. 

As this was a special order, there was a 
lead time of 6-7 months. The plates have just 
arrived and they are_ superb! Crisply etched 
in brass, with the background colour painted on 
and trimmed to shape, they're well worth the cost. 

From my experience, this small manufacturer 
is highly recommended. 

CGW Models' supplementary lists for January 
and June (supplementary to their 1984 Catalogue 
and 1986 Modern Image Price List) are now on the 
Branch notice boards. There are some for the 


new Railfreight liveries and several ‘special 
sets' for Classes 37, 47 and 58. 
Ted Thoday 
HHH HHH HHI HHH 
Program 
SEPTEMBER 


19 Mon General Club Activities 

You may do as little (or as much) as_ you 
like on these occasions. The Library will gen- 
erally be open, the Haltwhistle layout will be 
available to run your own trains (16.5 mm gauge), 
the Colorado and Pacific Railroad (9 mm gauge) 
will still be there needing work to be done on 
it and there'll be other railway modellers and 
railway freaks to chat to and ask questions. 
We'd love to see you there! 


23. Sat Rolling Stock for Beginners 
What rolling stock and why - share your exper- 
ience and ideas with those just beginning. 


28 Wed General Club Activities 


OCTOBER 
3. Mon Philosophy of Model Railways - a dis- 
cussion led by Graham Watson and Trevor 
Kerr 
Yes, well! We'll just have to come along 


and hear what this learned subject is all about. 
Graham and Trevor will probe and ask ‘why do we 
model railways' and other ‘hard’ questions. 


8 Sat General Club Activities 
12 Wed Slide Night 

Let's see if we've got some new (fresh) slides 
somewhere - or may be some new members who haven't 
shown any slides before. Remember, there'll 
be a prize for the most popular (railway) slide 
shown on the night. 


17. Mon Bring and Show 

Well, there it is! If you're proud of it, 
or want to share a dreadful warning, or just pass 
on some experience, BRING it and SHOW it. 


22 Sat The Ted Thoday Encouragement Award 

An event open to AMRA members who have not 
previously taken part in the annual Railway Model- 
ling Competition. See elsewhere in this issue 
for more complete details of this event. 


26 Wed 


¥ 


Photography of Prototype and Model 

It's some time since we discussed how to 
use a camera to best effect. This time it's 
to be NON-VIDEO - the video converts will have 
a turn after Christmas (may be more of them by 
then! ). 


29. Sat Railway Modelling Competition 

Entries for the Railway Modelling Competition 
have to be delivered to the Alma Venville Recre- 
ation Centre Function Room, Maylands, between 
10 and 11 am. Judging will be done during the 
afternoon, but no-one, apart from the judges and 
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the Competition Manager, 
venue at that time. 


30 Sun ModelRail '88 

ModelRail '88 will be open to the public 
from 10 am to 5 pm. The presentation of the 
trophies awarded in the Railway Modelling Compet- 
ition will be made at 4 pm. The entries in the 
Railway Modelling Competition will be on display 
throughout the day. 


may be in the judging 


31 Mon General Club Activities 
NOVEMBER 
7 Mon Locomotive Maintenance, including re- 


magnetising of motors, by Roger Solly 

and Alan Porter. 

We will show you how to keep your loco 
"on the rails" and how to rejuvenate that "old 
tired slug" | 
12 Sat General Club Activities. 
Including an opportunity to bring "your 
old tired ones" along to be rejuvenated. 


A.M.R.A. Facilities - Part l. 
The resources of the branch and how we 
can help you will all be explained. 


14 Wed 


16 Wed General Club Activities. 

22 Mon Auction - to be held at the Whatley Hall 
Hardy Road, Bayswater. 

26 Sat Couplings for Beginners. 
Getting Started? The which and the why. 

30 =Wed General Club Activities. 

DECEMBER 

5 Mon Locomotive Sheds by Peter Dean. 

Turntables, coaling stage, ash pits, 
He'll talk about the lot! 

10 Sat General Club Activities. 

14 Wed A.M.R.A. Facilities - Part 1 
The Branch Premises. 

19 Mon Video Night. 

24 Sat Merry Christmas get together. 

28 Wed Timetable Running on Haltwhistle. 


No more just running trains, lets see 


if running to a "Timetable" will sharpen up our 
appreciation of how the real railways did it. 


HHHHH HEKHE HEHEHE 


TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 
Saturdays 2 pm 


HHKKHK 


All meetings are held in the Clubrooms, which 
are on Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated 
in the Notes. The rooms. will be open at least 


15 minutes before the times mentioned above. 
Visitors are welcome. 
HHH HHKHKK SIH IH HHKHH 


EXHIBITION REPORT 


It's already been said by Ted - thanks to 
everyone who assisted me in the running of the 
1988 Model Railway Exhibition. There's too many 
to mention individually, and if I did, I'd be 
Sure to miss someone out! It was our best ever 
three-day exhibition, as measured by the number 
of people who came and it certainly gave our funds 
a big, big boost. 

I have indicated my preparedness 'to_ serve' 
again and a small ‘steering committee’ has been 
formed to '‘'find' the exhibits to give the 1989 
event a better balance than we had this year. 

James R Hidden 
Exhibition Manager 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
To Jim Hidden, our Exhibition Manager, for 
Organising a most successful, well balanced exhi- 
bition. 
CONGRATULATIONS 
To Alan Porter, our Exhibition Publicity 
Officer, for a masterly touch with the media, 
obtaining a high level of exposure for the Exhi- 
bition. 
CONGRATULATIONS 


To all our exhibitors for the high quality 
of their exhibits. 


CONGRATULATIONS 


and a very sincere ‘thank you' to all those members 
who gave so freely of their time, and who worked 


STAND NO EXHIBITOR 
] Admission Area 
PY Raffle 
3 Magazine Sales 
4 Western Australian Light Railway 
Preservation Association Inc 
a) CTC 2000 
6 'Bradney Green' — Wainwright Family 
Neil Blinco -— Hornby Dublo 00 Scale 
layout 
8 "Jerome and South Western RR’ - 
Brian Hodges | | 
9 Fremantle and Districs Model Railway 
Association - N scale layout 
10 | Hotham Valley Tourist Railway 
1] West-N-Trak - N scale layout 
12 The EM Gauge Society and Friends - 
continuous demonstrations of modelling 
techniques 
13 Rockingham Model Railway Group - HO 
layout 
14 Australian Railway Historical Society 
is, Catering 
16 Australian Model Railway Association, 
WA Branch — N scale layout 
17 Perth Hobby Centre 
18 Derrick Enterprises 
19 ABC Models 
20 Stanbridge's Hobby Shop 
21 Railwest - WAGR Sn33 modelling 
22 "Missabe, Diluth and Cripple Creek RR' - 
: Ken O'Shea 
Zs AMRA Advice Centre 
240 "Thomas the Tank Engine’ — Richard Percy 
25 Andrew Morling - Smurfs 


"All of Them'......... 


Note: 


so hard to ensure that the setting up, the Exhi- 
bition and the taking down, etc, all went so smoo- 
thly. 

A special ‘thank you' to those members who 
rallied around at very short notice on the Monday 
to provide storage for the various Branch exhibits 
and equipment which we were unable to return to 
Meltham as the ‘lunatic fringe’ had damaged the 
door locks there, preventing us from gaining entry 
to the building. 


CONGRATULATIONS 
To the Railwest Group for taking out the 
Bill Gardner Cup yet again. 
To the Wainwright family for winning the 


hearts of the public and their votes to win the 
AMC Trophy. 

To Richard Percy for winning the AMRA WA 
Trophy for the best presented stand. 


BILL GARDNER CUP 
BEST MODEL OF A RAILWAY 


PUBLIC VOTING 
MOST POPULAR EXHIBIT 


Votes Placing Votes Placing 
3 
2 
4 
27.5 
411.83 lst = 284 
20 | 164 
105.33 4th Ge 4th 
409 . 33 2nd 292 5th 
6 
45.5 336 3rd 
7 
1 233 
Z 
16 248 
9 
26 
203.5 3rd 437 lst 
50 361 2nd 
1 
101 5th 248 
63 148 
9 


Decimal fractions of a vote are the result of the redistribution of 20 votes where more than 
one stand was claimed to be the.best exhibit. 


In these cases, the various votes were divided 


up equally, e.g. where three stands were nominated, each of them was awarded 0.33 votes. 


The judges were B Keens, A Gray, S J Mead, A A Porter and C Paterson 
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Auction 

Normally the auctions held by the Branch, 
now thrice yearly, attract about 8 - 10 vendors 
offering about 135 lots for sale to about 25 buyers 
with about another 15 or so people present with 
"deep pockets and short arms’ as auctioneer Tony 
Gray terms the non-buyers! It's been the increas- 
ing popularity of the auctions among members (and 
non-members) wanting to bid for items put up for 
sale that led us to book the Whatley Hall for 
the last three events, as it was becoming a bit 
fetid at Meltham with such crowds present. 

Tony had been able to get through up to 185 
lots (the highest we'd ever had) in about three 
hours and it took about another 30 minutes to 
take the money from the successful bidders and 
let them take their purchases home. And, of 
course, the vendors were able to retrieve any 
unsold lots of theirs and take them home. The 
payments to the vendors normally took a bit of 
"homework' and cheques were mailed to them within 
a week or so of the auction. 

However, at the last auction on 18 July, 
it was all different. Ten vendors brought some- 
where about 500 lots (we think because some of 
the lots were taken home without coming up for 
bidding) and although Tony and the auction team 
achieved a rate of 109 lots per hour (that's one 
every 35 seconds!) for a period of 34 hours, they 
only dealt with 372 lots when it was decided to 
withdraw the remaining lots and to abandon the 
auction at 11.45 pm, as we had to be out of the 
Whatley Hall by midnight. There was no possibil- 
ity of taking any money from buyers and thus they 
were not able to take their purchases home with 
them. Nor could the vendors take home with 
them any of their unsold lots, except for those 
mentioned above. 

We've sorted it all out now, by having a 
‘clearing house' session at the Whatley Hall on 
Saturday 23 July, and all buyers have got the 
items that they had bought, the .vendors have re- 
trieved their unsold lots, the Branch has received 
the money from the buyers and the vendors have 
received their cheques in payment for the lots 
sold. 
| The Branch Management Committee considered 
the whole matter at its last meeting on 19 July 
and has decided to introduce some ‘Rules’ for 
the conduct of auctions in the future. Among 
these Rules will be a ceiling on the number of 
lots to be put up for sale on the night (or after- 
noon), a limit on the number of lots per member, 
a better means of identifying buyers, separation 
of ‘clerk' and ‘cashier’ duties and clarification 
of the ability of the auction staff to participate 
in the bidding. These rules will be published 
in the next issue of The Branchline, on the re- 
designed auction form for the next auction (to 
be held on Monday 21 November) and on a notice 
to be posted at each future auction. Any ideas 
that members may have for the improvement of the 
auctions should be passed on to a member of the 
Committee before its next meeting. 

Alan Porter 


KHHEKK HHH 


Membership Matters 


What a flood of new members resulted from 
the recent Model Railway Exhibition! We welcome 
them all to the WA Branch of the Association and 
we hope that their involvement with the Branch 
will be of value and interest to them. The new 
members are as follows: 
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Graeme Pilmoor Beechboro 16.5 mm 
(son of Garry) 

James Barton Padbury EM 
Ric and Ellen Corbin Spearwood HO 
Charles Cauley Kelmscott N & OO 
Harley & Marcia Nichols’ Bedford 00 
Ted and Lee Watson Morley HO 
Andrew Wells Armadale OO (LMS & CR) 
Eddie Terrell Willeton OO 
John Rumming Hazelmere HO/OO & N 
Eric Kirton Kojaneerup HO/00 
Charles Hayward Daglish HO & HOn3 
Ross Green Subiaco H Dublo 
Peter & Carolyn Hill Hazelmere N 
Hans Hornscheidt Yokine N 


Jack and Margaret Eagles have moved off to 
Victoria (a move associated with Jack's career 
in the RAAF) and Kevin Bradney has returned to 
the Branch after about a year in NSW. 

All the new members are invited to come to 
the Clubrooms and become known. The more ques- 


tions you ask, the more you will become known 
to the earlier members and you will gain from 
that. You won't enjoy things much if you remain 


a ‘wall flower’. 


Alan Porter 
Branch Registrar 


KKEKE HKEKH HHHHH KRHHKH 


Locomotive 
Hauling Contest 


The last locomotive hauling contest, held 
on 26 March, attracted one of the largest fields 
of budding ‘best haulers' for some time, 37 in all. 

It was not possible to publish the results 
earlier due to insufficient space in the last 
two issues of The Branchline. 

The principal results were as follows: 


Steam Outline, without traction tyres 
Greatest load hauled 
Cyril Cocker's Mainline LNER N2 


Most efficient hauler 
Cyril Cocker's Mainline LNER N2 


Steam Outline, with traction tyres 


Greatest load hauled 

Alan Porter's Tri-ang BR 9F 
Most efficient hauler 

Jim Greenshield's Minitrix LNER A4 20% 


Diesel Outline, without traction tyres 
Greatest load hauled 
Garry Coombe's Athearn SP SD40TT 


Most efficient hauler 
Garry Coombe's Athearn SP SD40TT 


Diesel Outline, with traction tyres 
Greatest load hauled 

Alan Porter's Lima BR Class 42 
Most efficient hauler 

Alan Porter's Lima BR class 42 


76 grams 


35.35% 


36 grams 


158 grams 


35.91% 


154 grams 


41.62% 


HHH KHEKH HKHHEEKEKH HEKHE 


Notes on Clubrooms 


We have received the lease documents from 
the City of Bayswater. These have been considered 
by the Management Committee and various advices 
sought as to their content. These documents 
have now been signed and returned to the City 
of Bayswater. So, we are again ‘on the move'. 
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This doesn't mean that we will be moving into 
new premises next week, but we will now be moving 
towards starting the construction of the new build- 
ing. 

We still have to get more approvals for the 
structure of the building, but with the lease 
formalised, my enthusiasm has been. rekindled. 
Of course, the additional funds resulting from 
the recent Model Railway Exhibition has also given 
us more confidence in getting under way. 

I am now smiling, but will expect to have 
a haggard look as well until we get the ‘first 
sod turned’. 

Barry Keens 
Project Manager 


HHKKHH HEKKE 


Branch News 


AMRA WA RAFFLE - 1988 


The raffle has been completed and the six 
prizes, with a total value of over $900, have 
all been delivered or despatched to the winners. 
Our thanks go to Stanbridge's Hobby Shop management 
who donated most of the prizes and also sold 10 
books of tickets - a great effort! 

Club members either bought or sold another 
79 books of tickets prior to the Exhibition - 
which got us off to a very good start. Thank 
you for all your help. 


We sold all 3000 tickets which were allowed 
under our permit, and I wish we had been able 
to print another 500, which I am sure would also 
have been sold. To all members who manned the 
Raffle Stand at the Exhibition, your efforts are 
appreciated and ensured that the Raffle sold out. 

Our net profit was $1249.65. Last year 
it was $440! 

Prize winners were as follows: 

Ist Ticket 2176 C Vidos, Bunbury 

2nd Ticket 2729 J Watson, Nediands 

3rd Ticket 2966 J Ellingsen, Mt Pleasant 
4th Ticket 2623 M Gobby, Bedford 

Sth Ticket 2992 J Martins, Maddington 
6th Ticket 1698 P Durham, Bassendean 

Looking forward to next year! 


HHKHH HEHKE 


Barry Keens 


HHH HHH HHH HHH 
MODELRAIL '88 
ModelRail '‘'88 will be held over the weekend 


of Saturday and Sunday 29 and 30 October 1988, 
as a combined Modelling Competition and Mini-Expo. 
The Modelling competition will be held on the 
Saturday with the Mini-Expo on the Sunday. The 
venue will be the - 

Alma Venville Recreation Centre Function Room 

Eighth Avenue 

MAYLANDS 

Details of the Railway Modelling Competition 
are published elsewhere in this issue. 

The Mini-Expo on the Sunday will follow the 
basic format of past years. ~The Function Room 
will be open for setting up the Mini-Expo between 
8 and 10 am, open to the public from 10 am to 5 pm, 
and we will take down the displays between 5 and 
6 pm. We will need some assistance on the Sunday 
with the setting up of the room and with the man- 
ning of a small number of AMRA operated areas. 
If you can assist in these, please let me know 
‘as soon as possible. I will be contacting those 
. exhibitors/demonstrators who are being - invited 
to participate in mounting displays. 

The object of the Mini-Expo is to show inter- 
ested modellers some of the more sophisticated 
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and specialised equipment which is available and 
to have demonstrators who are able to talk about 
the equipment and to demonstrate the techniques 
and tools used, all in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Ted Thoday 


KKHKE HHH HKHKH HEHHH 


LAYOUT NOTES 


Nothing from our Layouts Manager, Simon Mead, 
this time! (We must get Simon away from those 
304.8 mm/ft models that he 'plays' with out at 
Whiteman Park!) | 

Nevertheless, Roger Solly has asked _ that 
we acknowledge the donation by TekServ Computer 
Services of cable and RS connectors which have 
enabled the wiring up of the yard on the Colorado 


and Pacific Railroad N scale layout. We do just 
that - thanks, TekServ! 
HHI HHH HHEHK HHHHH 


NOTICE BOARD 
For Sale 


When Ted Thoday was making some enquiries 
about Jim Greenshields' sad passing, he happened 
to be speaking at one stage with the constabulary 
at Koorda, and it transpired that one constable 
there, Constable Walker, has a quanity of Marklin 
three-rail a.c. equipment which was given to him 
many years ago, and which has hardly been used. 
He now wishes to dispose of it. He can be con- 
tacted at the 'Cop Shop' on 096 84 1241. There's 
an 'E I Walker' in the country phone book on 
096 84 1317 - it's probably him and may be worth 
a call if you're shy about ringing the Police 
Station. 


KEKEHK KEKKE 


Wanted 


Contributions for The Rranchline, such as 
Personal Profiles, Hints and Tips, Question and 
Answer items, descriptions of what you (as a model- 
ler) are up to at present, your modelling phil- 
osophy, etc. Contact the Editor on 330 1848 
or write to 21 Prosser Way, Myaree 6154. 


Contributions to Journal - contact Barry 
Keens, if you have something in mind (telephone 
276 1648) or write direct to the Editor of Journal, 
Rex Little, PO Box 46, Nunawading 3131, Victoria. 


HHHKKE HEKKE KKK HHEKEKE 


Have You Seen? 


IN THE PROTOTYPE RAILWAY PRESS 


The extracts from the prototype magazines, 
are, as far as possible, those which feature places 
which have modelling potential, or which feature 
particular locomotive types or rolling stock types, 
or which have good colour photographs which could 
be of assistance to modellers for weathering, scenic 
treatment, etc. 

The general articles are, for the most part, 
not summarised. 


Railway Magazine 


May: Drawing, photographs (two in colour) 
of the new Class 91 electric locos, with a good 
technical description. Guide to the preserved 
railways of Britain - when they're open, length 
of run, gauge, etc. Centre spread colour photo 
of Brighton Terrier Stepney and train on the Blue- 
bell Railway, showing chaired track, ballast and 
lineside grassed verge shown to modellers' advant- 
age. Nice black and white photo of the latticed 
brackets under the canopy of the Midland Railway 
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station at Skipton. Another good one for model- 
lers, although only in black and white, of marine 
style lineside debris on the approaches to Mallaig. 


HHEKEEK HHEKKE 


Railway World 


May: Nice colour photo of West Country 
No 34092 City of Wells on the Keighley and Worth 
Valley. Also, one for the third rail enthusiasts, 
a terrific colour photo of the preserved 2-BIL 
and 4-SUB unit. Drawings, and some black and 
white photos, of the very first locomotives of 
the GWR, including North Star, Vulcan, Ajax, Lion 
(a different one to the one still going - see 
above) and that incredible pair of freaks, Hurri- 
cane and Thunderer (see cover of the April 1987 
issue qf The Branchline) supporting a good descrip- 
tive article. Another article on the ex-Liverpool 
and Manchester Railway's Lion (see previous issue 
of Railway World) on the occasion of its 150th 
anniversary. Colour photo of the new Class 422 
EMUs for the Waterloo-Bournemouth line. Centre 
spread photos in colour of two tremendous viaducts 
on the Settle and Carlisle line. 100 years of 
railways at the Port Sunlight soap works of Lever 
Bros near Liverpool - great possibilities for 
a model. 


HHHHH KEKHKE 


Locomotives Illustrated 


No 59: A treatment of the outside cylin- 
dered tank locomotives of the LSWR, covering the 
three Minerva Class 2-4-OTs, the three Nelson 
Class 2-4-OTs, the three Nile Class 2-4-OTs (all 
by Beattie), the 86 Beattie 2-4-OWTs (two of which 
still survive), the 10 Adams Class 46 4-4-OTs, 
the 71 Adams Class 415 Radial Tank 4-4-2Ts (one 
of which still survives), the 25 Adams Class B4 
O-4-OTs (two of which still survive), the 10 Drum- 
mond Class C14 2-2-0Ts, the unique Drummond Class 
S14 O-4-OT and Class F9 4-2-4T, the four Urie 
Class G16 4-8-OTs and, finally, the five Urie 
Class H116 4-6-2Ts (whew — what a mixed bag, assem- 
bled on the occasion of the 150th anniversary 
of the LSWR). The usual tabulations giving the 
details of numbering, building dates, builders, 
names (where applicable) and dates of withdrawal. 
However, with such a large span of classes, some 
with such small numbers and some long since gone, 
the photographic coverage is a little thinner 
than usual. However, some good colour photos 
at the end of Radial Tanks, Beattie Well Tanks, 
an H16 and B4s. 


HEHE KKHKKE 


British Railway Journal 
No 20: The Wingham extension of the East 
Kent Railway (of Colonel Stephens' fame), a potted 


history, with Ordnance Survey maps and many early 
photos. No 36, the GWR's first 4-6-0. Some 
interesting photos of Carlisle in 1926. Midland 


Railway 4-4-0 No 777 and its changes of face over 
its lifetime from 1905 to 1939 - illustrating 
the importance of working from photographs if 
you're intent on building a model of an actual 
prototype loco. Great centre spread photo (in 
black and white) of Newton Abbot station about 1920 
with good close ups of four and six-wheel coaching 
stock. Definitive article on Orsdall Lane shed 
of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway at Salford 


from 1830 to 1904 - track plans, loco allocations, 
day diagrams, etc - good information if you're 
a modeller of the LNWR in the 19th century. More 
information on the Comberrow Incline (see BRJ 
No 17, abstracted in the December 1987 issue of 
The Branchline) and on the Coalport Branch (see 


BRJ No 19, abstracted in the April issue of The 
Branchline). 


KKHKKH HHH HH 


Steam Railway 


April: Nice colour photo of GWR No 4566 
crossing the Victoria Bridge on the Severn Valley 
Railway. Good black and white photo of a Fowler 
tender restored for Stanier 2-6-0 No 42968. 
Coverage of the iron ore quarry railway of the 
Oxfordshire Ironstone Company. Colour photo 
of ex LNWR 7F G2 0-8-0 No 49070. 


May: Nice colour photo on cover of restor- 
ed NLR O-6-OT No 58850 on the Bluebell Railway. 
A look at the 1'10" gauge steam locos on the inter- 
nal rail network of the Guinness St James Gate 
brewery in Dublin (lovely stuff, Guinness), which 
look like boxes on wheels (but they're not diesels) 
and how they were converted to 5'3" gauge shunters - 
interesting modelling prospects! 


HHHHH HHH 
Rail Enthusiast 
May: Colour photo of BR Class 90 electric 


loco. More depot symbol diagrams. Colour photo 
essay of the Cornish clay traffic, both in clay 
hoods and the new CDAs, as well as in OWV and 
VVV covered vans. Coloured centre spread of 
BR Class 37 No 37350 and one later on of BR Class 
31 now in colourful Research Department livery 
as No 97203. Good black and white photo of ex 
Midland Railway signal box at Harringworth. In- 
credible colour photo of the new Parcels livery 
of BR. 


Colour photo on cover of the inter- 
esting signals at Worcester Shrub Hill. First 
good colour photo seen of the new Railfreight 
Sector liveries, this one is the Distribution 
type on BR Class 33 No 33205. Focus on Scotrail 
has a number of good colour pictures, covering 
a wide range of types now to be seen in service. 


June: 


HEKKE HHHHH 


Steam Days 


No 9 April-June: More than a dozen black 
and white photos of 1950s operations around New- 
castle. Carlisle in 1964-67, with good picture 
of LMS 4MT 2-6-0 No 43000. Auto trailers of 
the GWR, especially the last ones, and including 
a drawing of use for interior detailing. 

Extracts supplied by Alan Porter 


HHHHHK HKKKHK HHH HHHHKH 


IN THE MODEL RAILWAY PRESS 
Model Railways 


June: Camera and Comment has a look at 
the Kent and East. Sussex Light Railway - a lot 
of useful information on how to get the atmosphere 
of a real branch line. BR Travelling Post Office 
vehicles from Hornby Mkl coach underframes and 
MTK kits. A Midland Railway Johnson 2601 Class 
7'9" Single scratchbuilt in 4 mm scale, including 
working inside valve gear! David Rowe explains 
how he made a model of a telescoping bridge based 
on a prototype at Bridgewater Dock, Somerset - 
this is part one (the article has an interesting 
admission from David Rowe, which surprised us 
a bit - 'I only model what is seen'). Metropol- 
itan Railway three-plank open wagon plans and 
prototype information. NER signals, Part 2, 
covering wooden posts, finials, brackets and fit- 
tings, galleries, lamps, signal arms, etc - in- 
cludes drawings and photographs. Making Monks 
Brewery, while sitting in an armchair in front . 
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of the TV, with brickwork using chads, stonework 
using Das modelling clay - excellent modelling 
revealed in colour photos. Modern Wagons looks 
at the BR air braked open merchandise wagons types 
OAA and OCA, with eight colour photos. 


July: A brief look at the new BR Class 90 
electric locomotive, with some brief notes. on 
the Classes 89 and 91. Modern Wagons looks at 
the BR OBA and OTA wagons. Simple do-it-yourself 
home etching - make your own components. Scratch- 
building the English Electric GT3 locomotive in 
4 mm scale (What's a GT3? It's the last fling 
in 1961 to try to introduce a new technology into 
railway traction, namely a gas turbine powered 
loco). Layout Focus looks at Diggle, an extensive 
O scale layout based on the LMS. Completion 
of the Bridgewater Dock telescoping bridge by 
David Rowe. Quartering of driving wheels. 
Part 3 of the treatment of NER signals, looking 
at lattice posts and gantries, includes drawings 
and photographs (anyone game to build Signal Bridge 


No 7 of No 3 Box Newcastle Central? - it is about 
135' long, has 23 posts and 53 signal arms!). 
HHH HHH 


Scale Model Trains 


May: Hasenbuck, an industrial = suburb 
on the outskirts of Nurnberg, which has a lot 
of potential for an interesting terminus station - 
lots of information and photographs. The ETH 
fitted Class 37s - details of front end arrange- 
ments, bodyside arrangements and style of livery 
carried, as well as full lists of numbers. A 
method of variable height supporting of baseboards 
on trestle tables at exhibitions. Combining 
a Dapol (or Airfix or Kitmaster) kit of the proto- 
type Deltic with the Lima Deltic chassis. A 
beginner's layout, the Dalriada Short Line, which 
can be built on a 4' x 2'6" board in N scale or 
5'6" x 4' in HO/OO or 8' x 6' in O scale - it's 
got lots of operating potential, believe it or 
not! Another small layout, 7' x 1'6", for 7 mm 
scale. O scale three-link couplings reviewed 
and compared. 


June: Part 2 of the article from the 
previous month on a small layout in 7 mm scale - 
this time making a station building using styrene 
sheet. The history of the Yankee Tanks of the 
Highland Railway (five locos originally built 
for a Uraguayan railway, but not taken up due 
to financial problems), drawings, photographs 
and loads of information on the prototype locos. 
Part 2 of the treatment of the GWR containers - 
this time dealing with the Covered General Purpose 


and B Types, drawings, photograph and, again, 
loads of information about the numbers built, 
running numbers, materials, dimensions, etc. 


Making a Baby Deltic using a Hornby chassis for 


a BR Class 29 with a cast body from Maintrack 
Models. Yet another small layout design, of 
basic American design, suitable for switching 


(shunting) buffs. 


KEKKH KKKEKE 


Railway Modeller 


July: Railway of the Month looks at Ashton 
a 12' x 3' N scale layout based on BR practice 
in the decade 1965-75. Forming the tumble-home 
in coach construction - a simple method described 
by Comet Coaches. Constructing a BR maintenance 
store in 4 mm scale. Improving the Lima 4 mm 
scale model of the PTA tippler wagon or building 
your own from scratch - the article gives prototype 
information, drawing, photographs, etc. Ardlui 
(on the banks of Loch Lomond) - the prototype 
and a model. Some useful hints on using LEDs 
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and stopping relay chatter when using an ak.c. 
supply. A victim of multiple sclerosis describes 
the changes that this illness has made to his 
modelling methods and attitudes (this should be 
required reading for any so-called ‘able bodied' 
modeller who says he/she "can't"). Coolcalaghta, 
a prototype place in Ireland modelled in OOn3. 
David Jenkinson gives Part2 of the story of his 
7 mm scale railway based on the mi ght—have—been 
Kendal Branch of the Midland Railway - the first 
part was published in November 1985. An unusual 
model of a Clayton steam rail car in 4 mm scale. 
The LNER Gresley A4 4-6-2s - prototype information 
(did you know that Mallard broke the world speed 
record for steam traction on 3 July 50 years ago. 
At 126 mph, it's a figure that was never bettered), 
drawings and photograph. Plan of the Month looks 
at the potential for modelling Maidstone East. 
Junior Modeller features Kirkby and Wetton Junction 
built by a 17 year old. 


HKEKH 


The Clearing House 


June: Experiences with Kadee, Alex Jack- 
son, Yeovil and Sprat and Winkle couplers by Laurie 
Clark and by Paul Kehoe. Experiences in scratch- 
building a small country water and coaling facility 


KKEHKKE 


which featured in Scale Trains in June 1983. 
A very useful treatment of the various metals 
encountered in the railway modelling hobby, how 


they handle and how they solder, etc. 


HHEKKEK HHHKH 


Continental Modeller 


July/August: Railway of the Month is that 
of Dr Mike Thomas of Carnarvon - it is of the 
SNCF in northern France in the 1960s and features 
a lot of structure scratchbuilding - a really 
beautiful layout that comes up very well in the 
photos. History of the Marklin 2-10-0 loco from 
1950 onwards. Coaching stock of the Vouga Valley 
Railways in Portugal, drawings, photographs, proto- 
type information. Uses for old coach bodies. 
Traunsee, an Austrian layout in HO scale by well 
known British modeller, Ian Futers, superbly done. 
A simple battery driven, scratchbuilt (from 0.060" 
Styrene) diesel loco for an SM-32 garden layout. 
Drawing and photographs of the South African Rail- 
ways 2-8-0+0-8-2 Class GB Garretts for 3'6" gauge 
(1921 vintage). 


HKKEKKEK HHHKE 


Model Railroader 


May: A visit to the Auburn, Coloma and 
Placerville Railway, set in a western state in 
1927 - nice modelling in a space about 13' x 10’. 
Making a model of an Irving Gas Co service station 
with superb interior modelling. Power switch 
machines and how to make dummy machines for your 
lineside. Modelling North-Western bay window 
cabooses (i.e. duckets). Drawings, photographs 
and history of the Class LC-1 11 000 volt electric 
1-B+B-1 locos of 1915 vintage on the Norfolk and 
Western and how to model them. G scale modelling 
in the Netherlands. Using 4" i.d. plastic pipe 
as a roadbed support giving free flowing (!) 
curves. A visit to the LGB plant at Nuremberg, 
Symposium on Electronics suggests a circuit for 
a steam sound generator. Part 2 of the article 
on building a 6' module based on Breakneck Mountain 
on the Hudson River - detailed description of 
the scenic techniques employed. Tail Piece - 
an incredible steam inspection car with a garden 
seat on a platform with a small vertical boiler 
behind! : 

Extracts supplied by Ted Thoday and Alan Porter 
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Notice 


The plans prepared for Paul Scriven's article on 
Q.R. 2470 class diesels were in full Sn3 size but 
due to printing constraints they had to be reduced 
to HO. If you would like a set of the Sn3's5 size 
drawings for this popular loco body type, then drop 
a request to Steve Malone and they will be obtained. 


PROGRAM . 


OCTOBER. 


ae SATURDAY ist — 1pm 

eg THURSDAY 13th 7.30pm 
Ck ee SATURDAY 15th 1pm 
ge? 3 THURSDAY 27th 7.30pm 
‘ ans WEEKEND 29-30th 


NOVEMBER. ~ 

SATURDAY 5th 1pm 

THURSDAY. 10th 7.40pm 
‘ SATURDAY 19th — ipm 

THURSDAY 24th 7.50pm 

DECEMBER. 


SATURDAY 3rd 


KHKHHH HHH HH 


A TGVS steel guards van, one of 
the members of a dying type of 


vehicle, being used on a_ stock 
train at Biloela. Warring 
Geddes has made a very’ good 


detailed model of the similar 
class TGV in HOn3%. 
Photo K. Edge-Williams. 


Clubroom activities. 
Workshop Night. 
Clubrooms activities 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Annual camp Border Loop. 


Clubroom activities 
Workshop night. 

Clubroom activities. 
Monthly meeting with NMRA 
slide guiz arranged. 


Proposed branch picnic to the 


Woodford ANGRMS Railway 
Museum. . 
HK HHH HH HHH HIM 
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THE” OLD. 2361 and 1412 idling at loco, undisturbed by 


their impending fate, one a permantent overseas holiday and 
the other retirement. 


Photo by Steve Malone 


THE NEW. EMU set 41 heads for Shorncliffe displaying 
the advances in comfort and services offered by OR to the 
travelling public and the visitors to Expo 88. 


Photo by Steve Malone. 


THE SMASHED. 1706 in pristine condition at Mayne 


diesel shed just prior to the Westlander smash cut short its 
career. 


Photo by Steve Malone. 
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REVISED: Oct 88 


[AMAA MEMBERS FILE 


AMRA MEMBERSHIP CHANGES TO 5-8-88 


NEW MEMBERS. 


OA EM Barton J.H, 25 Lushington Dve, Padbury 6025 3074056. 
OM N/OO Cauley C.E 26 Arbuthnot St. Kelmscott 6111 3905710 

FM HO Corbin R,J, 12 Kent St. — Spearwood 6163 4182069 

FM Corbin E.Mrs " " " oo 

OM 00 Green R, 226 Nicholson Rd. Subiaco 6008 3824838 

OM HO/HOn3 Hayward C. 21 Wilsmore St. Daglish 6008 3814394 | 
FM N Hill P.A, L, Lot 201 Midland Rd. Hazelmere 6055 2742372. 

FM Hill C. Mrs. . i ‘ 

OM N Hornscheidt 11/20 Virgil Ave. Yokine 6060 4445820 

OM HO/00- Kirton E,J. RMB 164 Kojaneerup via Many Peaks 6328 098477012 | 
OM N Madden G., 3 Hunt St. Thornlie | 6108 4590087 

FM 00° Nichols H.C, 199 The Strand | Bedford 6052 2766335 

FM Nichols M.J. Mrs. " | id 2 re = seers 
FM HO Pilmore G 16 Cockram Place Beechboro 6063 2791689 

OM HO/OO/N Rumming J.P. 36 Wynne St. Hazelmere 6055 2745674 

OM 00 Terrell E, 3 Rainer Mews Willeton 6230 4574061 
FM HO Watson T. 9 Ramsden Way Mor ley — 6062 2752042. | 
FM. Watson L. " " " 

OM OOBrit.Wells A. LOT 1 Wollaston Ave.cnr 1ith Rd. 


Armadale 6112 3997805. ~ 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


W.A, 

~Hancocks G.M, 33 Mitchell Rd. Yalgorup 6215 
Kehoe P.I, P.O, Box 88 Applecross’ 6153 
Kelly G,D. 32 Gannet Crt. High Wycombe 6057 
Luscombe B,W, 24A Wyong Rd. Bentley 6102 
Luscombe P,C, Mrs, " ” " 
Majer J. 18 Catherine St. | Subiaco 6008 
NOW 

Hogan V.J, 6/50 Auburn St. Sutherland 2232 


t 9 ft 


Hogan T.A.Mrs. 
Sisson D, 77 Laurina Ave, Engadine 2233 
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AMRA MEMBERS FILE |paae: 1.5.2.4 6 


AMRA Membership Changes to the 2-9-88 


- NEW MEMBERS 


Vic. 
HO OM Gawthorn P.C, 
HO/OO Trams Gunst I. 
HO OM Lester J. 
HO OM Meijer H.J 
N Brit.FM Puttock G,W, 
N FM Puttock G, J 
N OM sadler G,.R 
HO OM Lyth J. 
HO OM Reid B.G, 
NSW 
OO/HH/O OM Baxter R.A. 
HO OM Greig A.,G, 
QLD 
HO/OO FM Kennedy R,T 
FM Kennedy A,Mrs 
CHANGES OF ADDRESS 
VIC, 
OM Middleton A.B, 
OM Middleton D., 
OM Gutteridge R,B 
WA 
OM Norton B, 
QLD 
OM Gilby L.R, 
FM Hayes A 
FM Hayes K Mrs, 
OM Lythall G, 
NSW 
OM Clarke J 
Ex Vic. OM Crow G.A, 
FM Hogan V.,J., 
FM Hogan T,A. -Mrs 
FM Lee J.C, 
FM Lee J.Mrs 
May T.H, 


OM 


5 Mons St. 
32 Aberdeen Rd. 
2/318 Nepean Hwy 


Glen Iris 
Blackburn 


Frankston 


4/94 Glenhuntley Rd.Elwood 


5S Wendover Place 


6/23 Charming St. 
9 Halls Pde. 
14 Ward Ave, 


Box 105 P.O. 
1006 Forest Rd. 


53 Buller St. 


vf 


296 Elgar R@q. 


7 


2/66 Belmore St. 


4 Slattery Close 


10 Galah St. 
21 Madison St. 


9 


D9 Patriot St. 


Yallambie 
a | 
Moorabbin 


Mitcham 


Caulfield Nth 


Caringbah 
Lugarno 


% 


Everton Pk. 


ft 


Box Hill 


? 


Yarrawonga 


Karratha 


Rocklea 


ISSUED: Oct &7 REVISED: Oct 88 


3128 
3730 


6714 


4106 


251284 
8985397 
7834593 
5319506 
4344210 


5530650 
8735059 
2110195 


9334398 


355.9346 


8751049 


Sunnybank Hills 4109 


vt 


Darra 


4076 


c/o Wespac Bank PO,Box47 Wellington 


90 Skinner St. 


6/50 Auburn St. 


1 


79 McCraes Ave. 


‘t 


P.O, Box 110 


Cook ACT 


Suther lan 


A 


Penshurst 


Blayney 


d 


2222 


1? 


2799 


2820 
2614 
2232 


9705476 
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LOCH HOBBIES 


VICTORIA STREET, LOCH 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND’S TRAIN SHOP 


A PLEASANT ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM 
FRANKSTON OR DANDENONG 
ON THE WAY TO HISTORIC COAL CREEK. 
QUITE A RANGE OF MODEL RAILWAY PRODUCTS STOCKED. 
SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT BOUGHT; SOLD AND TRADED. 


OPEN SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS ONLY BETWEEN" 10AM AND 4PM. _ 
POSTAL ADDRESS 


LOCH HOBBIES 
PO BOX6 
LOCH VICTORIA 3945 


hatin igure has been added to 
our Post figare Box Number :~— 


Lame THIS WILL HELP THE POST OFFICE 7O 


DIRECT YOUR ENQUIRES 
AND MAIL ORDERS 
MORE SPEEDILY 
TO OUR OFFICE IN 
NORTH BRIGHTON. 
MAIL ORDERS ARE 
DESPATCHED ON 
FRIDAYS. 

IE YOU CAN CALL 
AT OUR SHOP IN 
HAWTHORN ROAD 
EAST BRIGHTON, 
CHECK OUT OUR 
RANGE OF GOOD 
. \ USED EQUIPMENT. 
VY WITH THE 


| 

| TRAIN WORLD PTY. LTD. ~ v_ geen ca 
624 HAWTHORN RD.E.BRIGHTON yo pp Soe 
PO. BOX 2100 N. BRIGHTON. 3186 , 


PHONE (03) 596-6342 ? | 7 
Shop Hours: 9.00 a.m. - 3,30 pm. Mon.- zn. _ a 
° a.m, e IM. IAQ ——— — ’ 
3.00 d.m.- 5.00p.m. Saturdays. ve Oy hal PTR 0 tae 
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TO YOU... 
These top brands i in Railway Modelling | 


i 

NS 
ie ae 
OLD TIMER ‘ses 


MODERN 100 


“MODEL RAILWAY PRODUCTS 


PROUDLY MADE 
IN ‘AUSTRALIA 


AUSTRALIAN COUNTRY & SUBURBIA SERIES 
DETAILING PARTS 


 ~& Aida 
ROMFORD 


HO/O0 Locomotive Driving Wheels 
in diameters 14 to 27mm. EM & 
16.5mm axles. Drive gear sets 
in various ratios, crank pins, 
cranks etc. 


TRACK & ACCESSORIES. 
LINESIDE STRUCTURES ETC. 
PUBLICATIONS 


JACKSON ioe 7 Out | 
Coach Wagon and Loco Bogie MERTEN BRITISH OUTLINE KITS” IN HO/or 
Wheels, scale 3-link and scale : HO/OO & N BUILDING KITS 3 ; 


screw couplers. Serr rome SIGNALS ETL, 
HO/O0 Detailing Parts for Locos 4 = Semi. 

and Rolling Stock nia wg 

Drills and Taps ac 


Number Drills in the most pop- 
ular sizes between Nos. 43 & 80 


Plug & taper Taps for 8 & 10BA. 


Brass Screws 
and Nuts 


Brass Screws — Cheesehead & 
Countersunk - various lengths 
in 8, 10 & 12Ba. Brass Nuts & 
Brass Washers to suit. 


Tracksetta 
Aids to laying 16: Sem and 9mm yim me 
Flexible tracks. Tmm scale : 


) 


| 
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ee 
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TRADE ENQUIRIES TO: 
AUSTRALIAN MODEL CRAFT CO. 


| THROUGH  “CESsase 
YOUR FRIENDLY 


